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USEFUL NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS

The Reverend Geoff Boucher: - 412226
Churchwardens: Brian Hill - 443503
John Roynon - 01823 442997
P.C.C Secretary: Hazel Adams - 443027
P.C.C Treasurer: Rachael BakerCaptain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Betty Stone - 01823 331723
Reverend Grace Applebee - 259580
Parish Council Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 413524
Parish Council Chairman: Hazel Ellis - 412485
West Monkton Primary School Head: Ian
Robinson - 412582
Heathfield Community School Head: Peter Hoare 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport: 01823
331266 Slinky Bus: 01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to
4 pm (24hrs notice).
Neighbourhood Beat Manager: PC 4250 Andy
Beake
Police Community Support Officers: 101 and ask
for PC277 Steve Linton or PCSO 8412 Claire Escott
Village Hall :
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Iris Pigott 01823 413552
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Saturday Morning Music School Mike Riches
01823 412416 mikeriches@btinternet,com
Village News Editor: Please forward information
for the next edition to the Associate Editors,
Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters@tiscali.co.uk,
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201
dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by
Margaret Lomax Tel. 01823 412218
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or
by hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to
ensure that it arrives. Please only use black text so that
information may by copied easily into the Village News.
Items submitted will be subjected to editing if necessary.
The deadline for submissions for the July - August 2014
Village News is 1st June 2014.

Regular Bookings at the Village Hall
West Monkton Pre School: Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday 9:15 am to 3:00 pm and Tuesday and
Friday 9:15 am to 12:15 pm during term time
Writers Club: 7:30pm to 9:30pm Mondays and
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm Thursdays
Phoenix Camera Club: 7:00 to 10:00 pm Mondays
West Monkton Salsa Club: 7:00 to 10:30 pm
Mondays
Pilates: 9:30 to 10:00 am Tuesdays
Brownies: 6:00 to 7:30 pm Tuesdays
Monkton Players: 8:00 to 10:00 pm Tuesdays
Taunton Ladies Chorus: 7:15 to 9:15 pm
Tuesdays
Badminton: 2:00 to 3:00 pm and 8:00 to 10:00 pm
Tuesdays & 8:00 to 10:00 pm Wednesdays
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing: 7:00 to 9:45 pm
Wednesdays
National Childbirth Trust: 10:00 am to 12 noon
Wednesdays and 11:00 am to 1:00 pm Fridays
Beavers: 6:00 to 7:30 pm Wednesdays
Coffee Morning: 10:00 to 11:30 am Thursdays
Cubs: 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm Thursdays
Pilates: 9:30 am - 10:30 am Fridays
Monkton Evening WI: 7:30 pm on the fourth
Thursday of the month
South West Orchid Society: 2:00 to 5:00 pm once
a month on a Sunday

Singles Club
Next Meetings:
· May 13th, Bingo and Fish and Chips at
Langaller Farmhouse, 10:30 a.m.
Please bring a wrapped prize for the Charity
Raffle (everyone WINS!).
June 10th, walk around wonderful local
Japanese Garden and then tea will be
served.
New members always welcome
Enquiries to Di Besley Tel: 01823 412857
West Monkton Secondary Modern School
Reunion
We are trying to contact as many pupils as possible
who attended West Monkton Secondary Modern
School and left in 1964.
Hence "A 50 YEAR REUNION"
If there is anyone interested in joining us please
contact one of us:
Roger Waits, 07879741899
Terry Vowles, 01823 325073
e-mail: vowlesj@hotmail.com
Linda (nee Tottle) Keitch, 01823 412888
We look forward to hearing from you.

Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Somerset Remembers – WW1
Further to our article in the January/February issue
of the Village News, we are hoping to extend the
scope of our research to establish the extent to
which the 1914-18 War affected the West Monkton
parish.
We now know that in 1914 the local population
was 937 and of this number 180 men volunteered
for the armed forces.
Unfortunately a number of these men failed to
return home and these are remembered on a
plaque in St. Augustine’s Church. Through the
good researches of Ray Stokes we have some
basic facts for these brave souls (Lest we Forget –
Village News, November/December 2013). We
also know that three of the volunteers were
awarded honours; a Distinguished Conduct Medal
(D.C.M.) to Sergeant A. Trott of the Somerset
Light Infantry, Military Medal (M.M.) to Bombardier
G. B. Thorne of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary (R.F.A.),
and Military Cross (M.C.) to Lieutenant H. B.
Redler of the Royal Flying Corps.
We hope to set up a small exhibition in St.
Augustine’s Church during September indicating
some of the local involvement in WW1 and it
would be good if we can identify all of the 180
volunteers. There are many ways of doing this by
searching the archives in the Somerset Heritage
Centre but it is somewhat tedious as there is no

single archive of recruitment, the information being
spread across many service records, census
returns, etc.
We are sure that there are residents in the village
who have past family members or friends who
volunteered or were conscripted for WW1 service.
We will be pleased to learn the names of these
men which provide the starting point for research,
and indeed any other information concerning their
service, and maybe even a photo?
If you have the facilities, you can mail this
information to cdalton@talk21.com,
or by telephone to 01823 412278 (there is an
answer phone if we are not able to answer) or you
can pop something through our letter box at
Hazebrouck House, Greenway, Monkton
Heathfield, TA2 8NQ.
We will be grateful for any information that you
might have.
Chris & Katharin Dalton

A new service from the Village News
· Do you have family or friends who have
moved away from this area?
· Would you like to be able to read the
Village News when you are away from
home?
· Do you know someone who is going to
move to the area and might like to get
numbers of local businesses?
We have now set up a way for you to keep up
with village events even if you do not get a
paper copy delivered.
To keep up with the Village News all you or
your family and friends have to do is email:

thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk
and then on publication day you will be
emailed a pdf of the Village News which you
can read any time, any place.

Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Spring Market:

VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Following on from the disturbance at the Village Hall
on the occasion of the teenage birthday party
recently, at the last Management Meeting on the 5th
February we took the advice that we had been given
and will unfortunately be turning down requests for
teenage birthday parties for the time being. We will
look at the situation again sometime in the future.
At the present time we are trying to find sufficient
grant funding to allow us to build a multi-use, larger
disabled toilet within the main part of the Hall. The
ones we have at present, one in the Ladies and one
in the Gents, are not large enough to always
accommodate a wheelchair and user, and close the
door properly for privacy. Some wheelchair users
also find it difficult to negotiate the corner into the
Gent’s toilet.
We are trying to continue an ongoing fundraising
programme to help with the gradual refurbishment
of the Hall which will also include a new floor and
ceiling in the Schofield Room.
Fundraising Programme 2014
Spring Market, 31 May, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
(See note to the right)
Summer Half Term Lunch
Possible Summer BBQ and Family Evening
Supper and Talk, 17 October
Film and Dance Evening, November
Carol Evening, 5 December
Lunch, 11 December

This will be run on similar lines to previous such
events i.e. local groups\organisations and charities
are invited to hire a table for £5 plus a raffle prize;
they can then raise funds for themselves.
If space allows we will also make tables available for
private individuals to sell their goods.
If anyone is interested in taking up this offer please
contact Joyce Keyte 01823 412294 or email:
joyce.keyte@virgin.net.
Contributions to a plant stall, bric-a-brac stall, etc
would be welcomed by the Hall Management
Committee.

Village Hall AGM
18th June 2014
In the main hall
7:00 pm Presentation of the Accounts
7:30 pm Annual General Meeting
Everyone welcome.
If anyone would like to consider joining the
management meeting as an independent member or
as a representative of an organization who regularly
meets at the hall Joyce Keyte would be happy to
provide them with information of what this entails.
The commitment is not too onerous, the management
committee only meet 6 times a year and it is an
excellent way of giving something back to our
community. Joyce can be contacted by email:
joyce.keyte@virgin.net or by phone 01823 412294.
West Monkton Evening WI

The daffodils are now in full bloom, and we have had a taster of sunshine (and some chilly
winds), but at least there are signs of spring in the air and no more rain – how our hearts go
out to the people on the Somerset Levels and everything they have had to endure.
At our February meeting we were inspired by Darel Pace, who is a local author and has
proudly published her first best selling novel, ‘Broken Dreams and Bottom Lines’. She is a teacher at a school
in Taunton, but the inspiration for her book came from every day stresses and strains of normal life and the
affect it has on people. She explained how she starts compiling the ideas for her books, which she made
easier for us to understand by getting us involved in a literacy workshop with her. We worked in pairs to gain
the ideas and then individually had to write the beginning of a novel; a delighted Mandy Gage came first and
she was presented with a copy of Darel’s book.
Taunton seems to be full of inspirational people and our March meeting came in the form of Janice King – wow
what an evening that was. Janice is nearly 70 but at the age of 64 she decided she wanted to do something to
celebrate her Mother’s ninetieth birthday and to do something for the Children’s Hospice. Some would think
OK, do a sponsored walk or a bike ride, but not Janice she set her sights higher than that; she has done a
parachute jump, bungy jump and even that was not enough – she went ‘on-line’ for inspiration and joined a
group who were cycling across Jordan, and after daily training off she went complete with padded shorts and
sudacream. She was so inspired that she has gone on to do many more fantastic trips, including climbing
Mount Kilimanjaro, cycling from London to Paris, cycling from Vietnam to Cambodia, cycling from
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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So…..What do YOU
want from your
Parish Church?
The Project Team continues to
work hard to raise the funds and prepare the grant
applications to meet the cost of the urgent repairs
required to St. Augustine’s, and an important part of
our work is to find out what You want from the
building. We are determined to do all we can to offer
a safe and weather-proof building not just for
worship, but for wider community use and
participation.
You will have seen elsewhere promotion for the
concert featuring the Hermitage Ensemble from St.
Petersburg on Tuesday, 13 May. This small group of
world-class singers brings something new to our
church, and future similar events will depend on your
support.
On 7th and 8th June, the delightful Glebe Court
Open Garden takes place. Do try and support this
event, when St. Augustine’s Activities Committee will
be involved offering refreshments. (For newcomers
to the area, Glebe Court is next to St.Augustine’s,
your Parish Church)
On Saturday, 13 September the church is involved
in the national Heritage Open Day, when we hope to
have photographs and memorabilia connecting
families from the parish and wider community with
the anniversary of the start of World War 1. Do you
have something which could be displayed in church
that weekend? – If so please let us know.
We are also ‘signing up’ for involvement in
‘Somerset Ride & Stride’, also on the 13 September,
where cyclists and walkers obtain sponsorship for a
given route involving calling at specified local
churches and finishing at St. Augustine’s. A portion
of the sponsorship money will go to Somerset
Churches Trust, who administer the event, with the
remainder going to our South Aisle Fund. An

opportunity to ‘get involved’ , to visit the church and
to see the WW1 exhibits and details of the South
Aisle Project.
We hope to engage with ‘Take Art’, the South
Petherton based community arts organisation
which supports music, drama and the visual arts
across the county. At the time of writing, March,
Take Art awaits hearing whether TDBC is
continuing the financial support for our area, since
a negative response will mean they will be unable
to continue working locally. We are encouraged by
the fact at least one other council has increased
their funding to Take Art in recognition of their
important contribution to rural and village
communities.
So there are some things which are happening in
and around St. Augustine’s, but maybe you have
ideas and could get involved in bringing ‘something
different’ which is appropriate for the church and
likely to generate interest across the community?
Perhaps you have something from the far off days
of WW1 which would help to properly
commemorate those who bravely went to war or
perhaps helped the country and community in
other ways? If so, please get in touch.
Kevin Davenport, Tel: 01823 413628,
for St. Augustine’s PCC.

WI Cont. Hanoi to Anca Watt and then a more relaxing cycle tour from Bristol to London on the Avon and
Kennett Canal. Whilst cycling along the canal Janice made the decision to walk to Everest Base Camp (like
you do!) for her next adventure – she started at Katmandu trekking through villages and reached Everest Base
Camp at 6:00 a.m. - what an amazing sight that must have been.
Janice always travels with a group, and there is always a doctor and a nurse travelling with them; she chooses
to take part in ‘open challenges’ which means that she can personally decide on what charity she is raising
money for. Her next venture is cycling with her 11-year old granddaughter to Flanders and the Somme. Wow
what a trip that will be and such an education for her granddaughter. In September she is also planning to walk
the Mont Blanc circuit. Janice claims ‘not to be particularly fit’ but it is determination that keeps her going. She
is a true inspiration to everyone.
On the 31st May the group have a table at the Table Top Sale which is being held at West Monkton hall, 2:00
– 4:00, selling books and puzzles, so do come along.
If you like the sound of what you have read about our speakers so far this year, why not come along for a
taster? We are always looking for new members, guests are welcome, we meet in the Heathfield Hall at
7:45pm (unless we are having an outing and we do not meet in August); just ring our Chairman Ann May on
01823 334168 for details. The annual cost as from January 2014 is £34.70 (plus tea/coffee) – what a bargain
and a great way to meet new friends.
Forthcoming programme: 22nd May:
AGM & Resolutions with American Supper
th
26 June:
‘How to Stamp’ (Speaker: Lisa Cornwall)
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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FROM THE REVEREND GEOFF BOUCHER,
RECTOR OF ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH

Dear Friends,
It is good to begin well and it is
good to complete well, so it
was a delight to share in the
services of celebration for Ann
Fulton’s ministry at Kingston St Mary and
Broomfield Churches on 23rd March. Ann’s
presence amongst us has been a blessing and in
particular her pastoral care and prayer has been
deeply appreciated, so we are confident in wishing
her well in her new role as Spiritual Care
Coordinator at St Margaret’s Hospice.
I am very grateful for your prayers and words of
encouragement as we embark upon a period
without an Associate Priest in our four parishes.
You will not be surprised that there have had to be
changes to the monthly schedule of services, but
we have tried to keep these to a minimum and to
maintain a regular pattern to minimise the
possibility of confusion.
There will continue to be a weekly service at 9:30
a.m. except that the third Sunday of the month will
alternate between Kingston St Mary and West
Monkton.
It will no longer be possible to have an 8am Holy
Communion at West Monkton every Sunday.
The third Sunday will alternate between West
Monkton and Kingston St Mary and the fourth
Sunday will always be at Kingston St Mary.
The final change is that our monthly Evensong will
move from the first Sunday of the month to the
third.
Please also pray for Reverend Maureen Doble who
will be taking services across the benefice.

Saint Augustine, West Monkton and
Blessed Virgin Mary, Cheddon Fitzpaine
Enquiries and requests for pastoral care to Rev. Geoff
Boucher, 01823 412226
Services at St Augustine, West Monkton unless stated
otherwise

May
Sunday 4th

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

Thursday 8th

10:30am

Sunday 11th

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

Sunday 18th

8:00am
9:30am

21st

6:00pm
11:00am

Sunday 26th

8.00am

Wednes

9:30am
11:00am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Welcome to All Service
Family Service
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)
Holy Communion
(Heathfield Community Centre)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
Holy Communion
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)
Holy Communion (BCP)
NB Service at Kingston
St Mary
Evensong
Holy Communion
(Gotton Manor)
NB Service at Kingston
St Mary
Parish Eucharist
Holy Communion
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)

June
Sunday 1st

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

10:30am
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

Sunday 15th

8:00am

Wednes 18th

9:30am
6:00pm
11:00am

Sunday 22nd

8:00am

With love and prayers,
Geoff
From the St Augustine’s Church Records:
Baptisms:
We welcome the newly baptised into the community
of the church of Christ and pray that they may grow
in the life of the Holy Spirit:
16th February
Lillie Catherine Lawrence
nd
2 March
Joseph Turner
Funerals:

9:30am
11:00am
Sunday 29th

8:00am
10:00am

17th February Bill Davis
26th March
Lottie Tickner

May the souls of the departed rest and grow in peace
and rise in glory.
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014

Holy Communion (BCP)
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Holy Communion
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BATHPOOL CHAPEL
A warm and friendly church
family.
You will be made most
welcome.
Sunday service is at
10:30 am

May and June Activities at Bathpool Chapel

Part of the archaeology display - all artefacts found during the
making of the Prayer Garden. Clay pipes, toy buses, bottles
and crisp packets!

Themed Coffee and Cake Mornings at 10:30 a.m.
Bric-a-brac and clothing also for sale each
morning.
Saturday 3rd May: May Flowers Coffee Morning weather permitting, enjoy the beauty of our newly
opened Community Prayer Garden and then come
indoors for coffee, tea and delicious homemade
cakes.
Saturday 7th June: Strawberry Coffee Morning home made jam, cakes, scones and cream teas with
a strawberry touch!
Footprints - 10:30 a.m. on the 4th Sunday of the
month
An informal breakfast and discussion together on a
relevant life topic.
Sunday 25th May: "Because you're worth it"
What do you really think about yourself? Is self-love a
sin? What is the difference between self-love and
selfishness?
Sunday 2nd June: "A Window on the World"
How do you see your world? What do you do with
world needs that are presented to you? What should
be our response to global crises?
On Saturday 5th April the Community Prayer Garden
was formally opened with stories, prayers and lots of
cake!
Thomas Barge has taken some lovely photos of the
event.

Grace and Clive told stories about how the garden has been
created and about all the hard work that has gone into the making
of it.

Grace cuts the ribbon to officially open the garden, whilst
bunting flutters in the spring sunshine.

Bathpool Chapel Community Prayer Garden
The Prayer Garden, at the side of the Chapel, is
now open for all the community to enjoy. Disabled
access enables anyone to enjoy the water feature,
bird feeders, pergola, wind chimes and planting.
Much of the material used in the garden has been
made from recycled material that would otherwise
have gone to the tip!
Come and experience the beauty of creation this
summer and withdraw from the busyness of your
life for an hour or two.
"Let the peace of this place surround you as you sit
here quietly. Let the hurry and the worry of your life
fall away. God loves you and cares for you and is
here with you now. Speak to Him thoughtfully; give
yourself time for Him to bring things to mind."

The sun shining on the finished Prayer Garden

Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Wordsearch

SCHOOL
CHURCH
FARMERS
STREAM
WESTMONKTON
FIELD
VILLAGEHALL
PUB
SHEEP
PHONEBOX
NEWSAGENT

Well what a jammed pack edition of the Village News this is! Thank you to everyone who has contributed and
it is great to have a page for children at last, thank you to Sarah Rainford for volunteering to do this.
This is the start of our advertising year so we also have some new advertisers, as well as some old friends
who have advertised again. Without them you would not be able to receive your free copy of the News six
times a year. Best wishes, Dawn Watts
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Somerset’s flood waters are
receding but the Somerset
Village Agents are here to help!
The Community Council for Somerset’s (CCS)
Somerset Village Agent Project is working across
affected locations to aid the communities during the
flooding crisis – both whilst the flooding is present and
as the water recedes Somerset Village Agents are and
will remain on the ground.
Only now that the flood
waters have started to
recede, can people
begin to get a sense of
the damage to their
property and make a
start on the clean-up
operation ahead, which
will take many months.
The longer term effects
of this situation are only
just starting to be
understood and the
affected communities
need the right kind of
help and support to
help them get back on
their feet.
Our Team of Village Agents, supported by their
Manager, Sarah Aston are working to support flooded
communities including; helping to complete flood relief
grant application forms for individuals and businesses
who have been affected, signposting to other support

for Over 50’s coming
to a village near you!
Did you used to go dancing a lot and miss it? Maybe
you always wanted to dance but never had the
opportunity and are looking for an activity to improve
your health & well being?
If you are aged 50 or over and this sounds like you
then come and join in with Tone Dance, an established
Over 50’s Dance Company; a
group of local people who love to
dance with music to keep as fit,
flexible & creative as possible.
Four years ago they became a
constituted voluntary organisation
that promotes and supports the
creativity of older people. Sue
Way, a fantastic professional dance artist, teacher and
choreographer brings a wealth of experience & vitality
to inspire us all.
Tone Dance have successfully fund raised and with the
help of Somerset Community Foundation are thrilled to
announce the 5 Village Community Dance Project.
Tone Dance say, “5 Village Project is about raising the
awareness of community
dance being a fabulous and
fun way to stay fit and
creative, have the time and

agencies dealing with very specific issues such as
animal welfare and simply being a friendly and
supportive “shoulder”. Village Agents are out in their
communities holding surgeries in Pubs, Schools, Halls,
Relief Centres, and Canel Side to name but a few.
To see the Village Agents in your area visit:
www.somersetrcc.org.uk/somerset-village-agentsproject
Communities and individuals place their trust in the
Village Agents because they are local, they have
appropriate training and backgrounds and they have
the backing of CCS which is a county wide independent
charity.
CCS Chief Executive Katherine Armstrong said: “Based
in Communities Village Agents are able to respond
quickly and adapt to the needs of local residents, as
their needs emerge and change.”
Audrey Mansfield Village Agent said: “I have met so
many people and they should be commended for their
resilience with ongoing issues with the floods. Our role
is to help them with accessing the information and
support they need during this time, we work with the
complexities of each unique situation ready to tackle
them head on. We are well aware of the work ahead
but will continue as long as we can to help communities
recover.”
The Somerset Village Agents project works to address
a range of issues faced by isolated individuals and
communities in rural areas of Somerset. Village Agents
are highly trained people living in parish clusters who
help to bridge the gap between these communities and
the statutory and/or voluntary organisations offering
specific solutions to identified need. Because Village
Agents live within their parish clusters they know the
specific issues facing people at a very local level.

space to be yourself and
rejuvenate energy levels. Our
vision is to take this opportunity
out to people near where they
live and follow it up with a
celebratory dance event to unite
everyone.”
All abilities welcome & no
experience necessary. No need to book & refreshments
provided, wear comfortable clothes & join us at:
West Monkton Village Hall
on Friday 6th June 1:45 - 3:15 p.m.
Sessions are person centred, fun and rich in movement
material, creative ideas and themes. They involve warm
up, chair work and simple dance routines.
Dance in a cabaret spot with Tone Dance:
Participants are also invited to join Tone Dance and be
part of devising & performing a cabaret spot for an end
of project 5 Village Project Dance Party on Saturday
July 5th at North Curry Village Hall aimed at uniting
people from local villages.
All abilities welcome, express your interest at the Free
fun & fitness session and receive all the up to date
information including rehearsal dates & times.
Hope to see you there!
For more information please contact Joanna, Tone
Dance Secretary on 01823 491083 or visit
http://danceandtheatresomerset.net/tone-dance-company

Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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WEST MONKTON CHURCH
100 CLUB PRIZEWINNERS

Hearing Dogs
for Deaf People
You will be pleased to
hear that my friend Dot’s hearing dog Puddle
has passed her final assessment, so she is
now an “official Hearing Dog".
Thank you to those of you who donate your
loose change, collected in pots or jars, to the
hearing dog kennels. We have now raised
over £1,600 which is absolutely amazing as
they consist mainly of 1p and 2p pieces. We
really can say, “ Every penny counts!”.
Dave and Lin Keitch invite you
to our
Coffee in the Garden
Event
on 12th July
10:00 a.m. until 12:00
noon
Entry £1.00 which includes tea or
coffee and biscuits
Lots of stalls
Meet Hearing Dogs with their
recipients

The March 2014 draw was held on Monday 6th
March.
FIRST PRIZE. £101.00
won by Matthew Taylor
SECOND PRIZE. £51.00
won by Wendy Jobson
The sum of £350.00 will go towards the repair of
the church roof.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 101.
The April 2014 draw was held on Thursday 27th
March.
FIRST PRIZE. £101.00
won by Stephen Barge
SECOND PRIZE. £51.00
won by Anthony and Betty Stone
The sum of £353.00 will go towards the repair of
the church roof.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 101.
If you would like to join or
hear more about the 100
Club, please contact:
Francis Cornish (01823
413228)

Please join us on the day
We look forward to meeting you
53 School Road, Monkton
Heathfield, TA2 8PE

CONGRATULATIONS to the winners!

Could it be your turn next month?

My sincere thanks for your continued
support.
Lin Keitch (Organiser Taunton & Dis.F.R.Branch)
Making friends with a rather large visitor on Zoolab day at
West Monkton Primary

Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Gardening Corner
Annuals, bedding and fillers

The beds of annuals on the Victorian terrace at Hestercombe

There is room in every garden for annuals. They are
great. They do their thing, germinate easily, grow
quickly, flower prolifically, and then they’re gone - onto
the compost heap to feed the soil for next year.
At Hestercombe we follow an original 1905 planting
plan by Gertrude Jekyll. Annuals get a look in on this
as well and there are designated areas for marigolds,
snapdragons, ageratums and godetias (now known as
Clarkia) on her plan. We also grow a larger selection
including Nicotiana, Salvia horminum and Trachelium
to use as gap fillers. Jekyll designed the garden
generously so that almost every surface is covered in a
blanket of flowers, and in the summer months using
annuals is a great way of us achieving the results.
The Victorian terrace is a carpet of bedding plants,
mainly annuals, in a geometric pattern and is changed
twice a year. In May we plant up the summer bedding
and then it comes out in October and is replaced by
the winter bedding. To put it in context, each design
takes about 7000 plants. This is far too many for us to
grow at Hestercombe. We don’t have the space or the
time. So these are bought in from a local nursery. But
all the other annuals in the rest of the garden are
grown by us.
And its not too late to get sowing. Some annual flower
seed, such as nasturtiums and sunflowers, can be
sown directly into the soil as soon as the frosts are
over. Others that have smaller seed can be directly
sown but then might need thinning out later. These
include cornflowers, poppies, nigella and scabious.
We tend to start most of ours off indoors. This allows
us to have more control with the planting out and to get
the plants to a good size before they go in the ground.
We experimented last year and sowed some of our
annuals in the autumn to try and get larger plants this
spring and had mixed results. Our glasshouses aren’t
heated so they are still prone to frost but a lot of our
autumn sown annuals were victims of botrytis. This is a

fungus that often affects soft plant tissue such as
seedlings and thrives in the damp mild conditions of
a glasshouse. Most of the early sown snapdragons
were lost to this but the Ammimajus and cornflowers
did well and are already a good size. The Malcomia
enjoyed the mild weather too much and have
flowered away all through the winter! Useless to the
garden but cheered up our glasshouse. However I
think next year we will just start sowing in the spring.
To sow indoors I use the rectangular half sized seed
trays. Over fill the whole tray with a seed compost,
breaking up any lumps with your hands. Then using
a presser board/block of wood start at one end and
push the excess soil off using a sawing motion from
left to right. Then use the board to firmly press the
soil down evenly. Pour the required seed into the
palm of your hand. Then tap the little finger side of
your hand and use the natural crease in your hand
to allow the seed to fall gently and evenly onto the
soil. Take a sieve and sieve compost on top of the
seed and clear off any excess. Make sure you label
the tray. I always add the sowing date as well as the
name. Then put the seed tray into a tray of water
and allow
the soil to
suck up
the water.
You can
water with
a rose
from the
top but
there is a
worry that
if the rose
Pricking out
is not fine
enough
the force of the water may disperse the seed.
All that is left to do now is wait!
Once the seedlings have grown their second set of
leaves - known as their ‘true leaves’ you can prick
them out into larger pots. To do this use a dibber (or
a pencil) to dig into the soil and gently tease out the
seedling. Be sure to pull using the leaves to avoid
crushing the stem. Use your dibber/pencil to make a
hole in your new pot of compost and lower the
seedling into its new home, firming the soil around it
with your dibber. Your seedlings now have the
chance to put on some growth in the warmth of the
glasshouse before they go out after the last frosts
(hopefully May time).
So ready, steady, sow. Take inspiration from
Gertrude Jekyll and cram every gap in your garden
with annuals for a fantastic summer display
Claire Reid
Head Gardener, Hestercombe Gardens

From a Child’s Point of View ...
A grandmother was walking through a graveyard with her small granddaughter who was fascinated by the
names on the tombstones. Taking a closer look at one the child said, “Oh, look granny! This one has a
telephone number on it, we’ll be able to ring her up and ask her if she is feeling better!”.
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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West Monkton Village Hall,
Monkton Heathfield,
Taunton TA2 8NE
Tel: 07960654709
westmonktonpre-school@hotmail.co.uk
The older children at preschool enjoy playing together
and making things together.
Isla and Olivia have made a
tower out of lego and stood
on their tip toes to join the top
pieces together. They were
comparing themselves to the
tower to see whether they
were taller or if the tower was
taller.

Thomas and Chantelle have
made a lego train. It
includes a driver,
passengers and some
carriages. We all talked
about train journeys we had
been on or would like to go
on.

At pre-school we
encourage messy play,
most of the children
love to get dirty! May
and Faye were
drawing in the shaving
foam with their fingers
and they said it felt soft
and cold on their
hands.

We have been
talking about our
mummies, nannies
and carers and all
the things they do
for us. Lilijana is
colouring a card to
give to her mummy
on Mothers Day.

Greenway,
Monkton Heathfield
The 1960’s - Sewers!
Part 18 of the History of a Road
The result of the North Devon holiday traffic being
rerouted via the M5 and Tiverton was the closing of
the village Cafe but whilst open, funds had been
raised which could be used to repair the church roof
and also gave an enormous boost to the funds of the
Village Hall.
There was a fright for the residents of Greenway
when an objector to the proposed route for the
Motorway’s North Devon link road submitted an
alternative route for it to leave the Motorway at
Walford Cross and to pass north of Taunton and to
achieve this it would pass over Greenway on a
bridge. The map issued with this scheme showed that
the stanchions for this bridge would be in the back
gardens of some of the bungalows at the bottom of
Greenway. The Ministry of Transport held a public
meeting at the school in order to explain the proposal
and to allow local residents to put forward their views
on the scheme. The arguments for and against this
scheme were put to this packed meeting but there
was no doubt that Greenway was against it en
masse. One of the many who spoke against this
proposal was Mr Beale who took on the whole panel
of experts single handed. Fortunately the preferred
route from Tiverton remained the choice of the
ministry and we were spared what would have been a
nightmare scenario.
In 1969 the sceptic tank problems and ground water
levels were behind us as a new main sewer was laid
down Greenway. The first effect was that the digging
of the trench for the sewer and the gravel that was
placed as a surround to the pipes formed a very
effective drain and the ground water level fell
dramatically. Septic tanks were able to function again
or in some cases for the first time and the ditches in
Greenway stopped running continuously. There was
so much water making its way down the sewer trench
that special drains had to be laid away from the
trench too cope with it. The sewer was laid down
Greenway until it was about 50 metres from the
cross-roads and then it turned and ran across what
was a field in 1969 but today is Park Mead. There
was a requirement for all of the modern properties on
Greenway to connect to the sewer once it was
installed but there was no need for the council to use
their powers as everyone was ready and waiting for
the connection to be made. It was hard to believe that
we could run a bath and use the washing machine
without having to go into the garden to check how the
water level was.
1969 also brought the ladies another problem when
the electricity meter in the W.I. Hut was broken open
and the contents stolen. The hut had been on the site
now for 51 years and this was the first time that it had
been robbed by anyone.
Written in 2000 by Eric Saffin

Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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scorpion, a tarantula and a snake. The children were
able to touch the animals and were allowed to hold
the snake if they wished to do so.
"On Tuesday we went to see Russ from Zoolabs and
we saw lots of amazing animals! We saw a seven
legged spider called 'Sparky.' He has seven legs
World Book Day
because he lost one! If an enemy grabs hold of a
Staff and children had great fun celebrating World
spider's leg, Russ told us that they can let it go and
Book Day. All the children and staff looked wonderful
still run away. Did you know that?"
in their book character costumes and made judging
Max Trowell (Year 2).
the best costume competition extremely difficult!
Steve Barge ran a series of science workshops
The children spent the day visiting different books as
throughout the Friday as part of Science Week.
they went from class to class enjoying a range of
Sports Relief 2014 – 20th and 21st March
activities based on favourite children's authors.
This year a couple of exciting fundraising
The cake sale at break time raised £73.09 for
opportunities were arranged in aid of Sports Relief!
International
On Thursday 20 March all the children had a chance
Book Aid.
to take part in a Speedmark sponsored event. The
This was an
school are delighted to say that they raised a grand
exciting, fun
total of over £700 in aid of Sports Relief this year!
and
On Friday 21 March all children were invited to take
memorable
part in the Great West Monkton Bake Off! The
day. There
challenge was to make 6-12 individual cakes and
were prizes
decorate them in a sporting theme! The cakes were
for the most
judged during the day and a winner was chosen for
imaginative
Foundation, KS1, LKS2 and UKS2.
and creative
The entries for the ‘Great West Monkton Bake Off’
All dressed up for World Book Day
costumes.
were amazing. The cakes were on sale after school
with all money going to sports relief! There were so
Science Week
many
wonderful cakes that after the sale the school
The children were involved in a variety of interesting
was
able
to donate some to locally run good causes
and exciting Science related experiments during
and
provide
cakes for the PTA Easter Bingo!
science week.
The
following
thank you was sent to the school:
There were a variety of different activities including, for
‘Taunton
Vineyard
Church wishes to thank the
Upper Key Stage 2, a CSI day. They learnt how to
children
for
their
generous
gift of the cakes which
take finger prints
were
left
after
the
Sports
Relief
Cake Sale. Some of
and footprints
them
were
sold
to
raise
funds
for
the New Life Home
and how to
Orphanage/School
in
India
with
which
the church has
collect trace
links.
Those
not
sold
were
given
to
the
Chamberlain
evidence. In the
Homeless
Charity
in
Taunton.’
afternoon the
Easter Garden
children dressed
The
Easter Garden is
up in SOCO kit
part
of
the Easter disand were given a
play
which
first goes
crime scene and
CSI Day - ready for action!
in
the
entrance
hall of
had to collect
the
school,
and
is
evidence to work
then
taken
up
to
St
out who the murderer was!
Augustine’s
Church
''The thing I learnt was that even the greatest master
for the Easter Servserial killers can be caught!'' Sophie.There were
ice. Mrs Stone and
Reptile Workshops for Reception and Key Stage 1
some of the School
and a trip to
Council made the
@Bristol for
Lower Key Stage Easter Garden this
year.
2.

West Monkton
Church of England
Primary School

On Tuesday of
Science Week,
the children from
Reception and
Key Stage One
received a visit
from Zoolab. He
Lower KS2 at @ Bristol exploring
science phenomena
brought with him
a rat, a
cockroach, a millipede, a giant African snail, a
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014

The school took
two netball teams
to a recent
tournament; both
competed well
and one team just
missed out on
going on to the
next round.
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Elvis Vs Jerry Lee Lewis at Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre
Fans of Rock ‘n’ Roll get ready to be All Shook Up as two brilliant acts pay tribute
to the music of Elvis and Jerry Lee Lewis.
Dave B (Elvis) and Peter Gill (Jerry Lee Lewis) will go head to head in a
showdown performance of their idols greatest hits including Elvis’ Hound Dog,
All Shook Up, Don’t Be Cruel and Teddy Bear and Jerry Lee Lewis’ Great
Balls of Fire, Whole Lotta Shakin’, High School Confidential and Breathless. At
the end of the night the audience will get to decide who was the real king of
Rock ‘n’ Roll - ‘Elvis the Pelvis’ or ‘The Killer’ Jerry Lee Lewis, and invite them
back for one final curtain call that will surely bring the house down. Throughout
the evening they will be supported by the amazing Buddy Presley Band with
The Harmonaires who remind us all why Rock ‘n’ Roll will never die!
Dave B’s passion for all things Rock ‘n’ Roll began age nine with the purchase
Dave B, as Elvis, is all shook up!
of Elvis’ 40 Greatest Hits on vinyl. The album drew Dave B into the world of
50s Rock ‘n’ Roll and the era of Buddy Holly, Eddie Cochran, Jerry Lee Lewis,
Chuck Berry, Gene Vincent and of course, Elvis Presley. As a teenager in the 70s, Dave B experienced the
revival of 50s-style music helped along by acts such as Darts and Shakin’ Stevens who became firm
favourites. After winning a BBC TV show competition called Whatever You Want in the late 90s, Dave B
performed Buddy Holly’s Heartbeat live to 1000 people who had come to see Buddy: The Musical at London’s
Strand Theatre. On a visit to the Hard Rock Café in Nashville in 1997, he by chance met Elvis’ first guitarist
Scotty Moore, drummer DJ Fontana, and the man who discovered Elvis, Sam Phillips of Sun Records, who
were in Nashville being enrolled into the Country Hall of Fame. In 2007 the BBC invited Dave B to be on The
One Show to commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the death of Elvis. He
sung Always On My Mind along with other Elvis tribute artists accompanied
on keyboards by James Crompton - Shakin' Stevens keyboard player and
former member of Darts.
Peter Gill’s love of music started as a toddler when he fell in love with Elvis
and just wanted to play his music. At age six his parents bought him a
piano and lessons and after that there was no stopping him! Nowadays
Peter is the musical director for the 60s star Anita Harris, with whom he
regularly tours, and has also worked with British rock ‘n’ roll icons Wee
Willie Harris and Jess Conrad, as well as Steve Coogan, Anita Dobson,
Jools Holland, Shirley Bassey and Phil Cool (who he also manages).
Having met The Buddy Presley Band when some of them came to see
Peter’s show The Jerry Lee Lewis Story, Peter dreamed up the idea of an
Elvis Vs Jerry Lee Lewis Showdown as a way of working with the band,
and creating a showcase for all the artists involved. Whole LottaShakin’ is
Peter’s favourite track to perform live as he explains: ‘It gives me the
opportunity to do all my ridiculous stunts like playing on my knees, lying on
the piano and with my feet!’
See Elvis Vs Jerry Lee Lewis: The Showdown on Friday 23rd May at
Peter Gill, as Jerry Lee Lewis ,is
doing a whole lot of shakin!
7.30pm. Tickets:£18/£17. At Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre, School Road,
Taunton. TA2 8PD.
Box Office: 01823 414141. Email: info@tacchi-morris.com. Website: www.tacchi-morris.com

Parish Council - Grit Bins
Residents will have noticed an increase in the number of grit bins in the Parish over the past three or four
years. This is because the Parish Council has an ongoing programme of improvements to the Parish in the
form of seats, grit bins, litter bins, dog bins.
The Local Authorities have had to reduce the programme of road salting due to cuts in their funding, and so
the Parish Council has invested in a programme of ‘self help’, so that residents can grit road surfaces likely to
become icy and treacherous.
The grit bins have been strategically placed, some in response to local requests, and additionally the Parish
Council distributes salt bags for emergency gritting of the highway should the need arise.
It is therefore extremely disappointing when individuals unknown decide that their personal need for a
grit bin exceeds the needs of the community. Three years ago the grit bin at The Street disappeared, and
on 6th March 2014, the grit bin from Cherry Grove Cross Roads (New Cross) disappeared. Those of you with
local knowledge will appreciate that this bin was located to keep the very steep part of the hill at the
crossroads clear and safe, and to ensure that this crossroads, used by visitors to Gotton Manor, remained
open in icy conditions.
If you have seen the missing green salt bin anywhere, please inform any Councillor or the Clerk on 413524.
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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West Monkton Parish Council
2014 Annual Report
2013/2014 has once more been a very busy year
for the Parish Council. Over the years the role of
the Parish Councillor has grown; we have, as a
body, much input in local planning which involves
more ad hoc meetings. Parish Councils are also
taking on board some of the lesser responsibilities
of the Borough Council. This is, of course, a
benefit to Parishioners as these decisions are
grass roots.
As well as the normal monthly meetings that take
place every year we have had several meetings
convened by building companies to ask our views
on their ideas.
There were also the workshops, seminars, training,
precept and site meetings.
Regular reports are made to Taunton Deane on
planning applications, potholes, footpaths, fly
tipping and bus shelters.
The Exercise equipment,which was installed on
the grass verge at Farriers Green Park in 2012, is
being used quite regularly by many parishioners.
There is to be another piece added soon (thanks to
grant assistance from SCC). We are still looking
for a place to put a skateboard park for the older
children of our Parish.
The Parish Council meetings are open to all
Parishioners to attend and they can speak and ask
questions in public question time.

A few words from the Chairman 2013/14
Again I must thank my fellow Councillors and Mrs
Tricia Cavill, our Clerk, for all the support they
have given me over the year. The challenges to be
faced in the next few years with the proposed
developments are still looming. So I and my fellow
Councillors will aim to keep you all in touch of any
changes that we are informed about and we will be
vigilant to preserve our communities, villages and
hamlets to the best of our ability.
This, my fourth year as Chairman, has been again
a very enjoyable, stimulating and sometimes
challenging experience. Once more I have asked
each of my fellow councillors to write about the
things that they have been doing throughout the
year and this will update you as to who they are
and what has been happening within the Parish.
Lastly I would like to express my gratitude to my
Vice Chairman, Stuart Haskins, for all his support
over the year.
Hazel Ellis March 2014

Stuart Haskins - Vice Chairman/Allotments
Well we all know how wet it’s been this winter but
it hasn’t stopped the weeds growing and finally
with the sun returning to the sky bringing mild
weather its inspired our tenants to start thinking
about preparing their plots for another year.

Two new tenants took up plots last year and after
working hard to prepare the ground it was nice to
see the plots full of vegetables, etc.
Alas one of our oldest tenants, Brian Thomas, has
decided to give up his plot this year which means
that we have a mature and well looked after plot
available if anyone is interested.
If you fancy the challenge and reaping the rewards
from your efforts please contact Stuart Haskins,
the PC Allotments Warden, or Tricia Cavill, Clerk.

Tricia Cavill - The Parish Council Clerk
It is the responsibility of the Clerk to ensure the
smooth and lawful running of the Council, and
advise Councillors accordingly. The Code of
Conduct, the Financial Regulations and the
Standing Orders are revised, reissued and
adopted every year at the Annual Meeting of the
Parish Council (equivalent to its AGM), to keep up
to date with new legislation.
The Clerk administers grant applications made
under the General Powers of Competence: this
power allows the Council to support individuals
and groups with projects of benefit to the
community.
Duties of the Parish Council remain unchanged
and are reflected in the ongoing programme
providing and maintaining seats, notice boards,
outdoor gym, dog bins, litter bins, bus shelters,
and the Phone Box/book exchange.
The Lengthsman continues to keep weeds at bay,
pavements tidy, drains clear, road signs clear and
legible and all sorts of other jobs that contribute to
making the Parish a pleasant place to live.
The Parish Council’s robust budget has taken into
account ongoing cuts in the grants given to Local
Authorities from government which affects the
services that they can deliver, and allowed the
Parish Council to engage in some self help
initiatives e.g. summer time grass cutting of
verges in the Parish.
Gloria Day - Press Officer /Spital Trust
I have lived in Noah’s Hill, West Monkton village
most of my life and am proud to have been one of
your Parish Councillors for over 15 years. I have
spent much of my working life in finance but
finished work having worked in the newspaper
industry for 14 years.
My elected position on the Parish Council is that of
'Press Officer' for which I am eminently placed
having good relationships with the editorial staff of
the local newspapers.
I am also the Parish Council representative on the
Spital Trust, an organisation which is responsible
for four dwellings and the welfare of the resident
ladies. Many improvements to the dwellings have
been made over the past few years.
Over the past 21 years the Parish has grown
beyond all recognition and further large
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developments are currently being built with
hundreds more in the pipeline. It is important that I
and my fellow councillors make the right decisions
for parishioners, both individually and collectively
as a community. I am independent in my views and
decisions.
Ray Tully – Village Hall
As representative of the Parish Council on the
Village Hall
Management
Committee and a
village hall trustee I
am pleased to report
the success of the
hall over the past year
due to the dedicated
work of the committee
and volunteers under the chairmanship of Mrs
Joyce Keyte.
The hall has installed a new kitchen, which is now
fully operational, and is now raising funds for a new
disabled toilet in the Heathfield area of the
premises which is fully supported by the Parish
Council.
There are numerous activities throughout the year
in the hall which include Playschool, Line dancing,
Latin dancing and many more, plus the halls can
be hired for private parties and functions. The
Parish Council have meetings there on the second
Wednesday of each month.
Simon House Planning
In the last reporting
period West Monkton
Parish Council
(WMPC) met with the
leader of the Taunton
Deane District
Council (TDDC), Cllr
John Williams, and a
senior manager from
Taunton Deane
Borough Council
(TDBC) to discuss ways to improve consultation
and communication with each other. It was felt that
the views of WMPC were not always considered as
well as they could be and it appeared TDBC could
improve the way it communicated important
decisions regarding the urban extension to WMPC.
Following this meeting, it was decided I would meet
with a council officer for one-to-one meetings to
clarify points of ambiguity and raise issues of
concern from the parish. These meetings are now
formalised and held monthly to coincide with the
parish council meetings. Whilst there are still some
points of difference, the meetings make it easier to
have a focal point of contact in TDBC who can then
liaise with the relevant person or department for
the issue concerned. The meetings also help to
ameliorate any misunderstanding.

The Parish Council strives to influence the shape
and structure of the urban extension as best it can
with TDBC and developers who have different
views and agendas.
David McCubbin - Environment
I am a Parish Councillor living in Farriers Green.
In the summer of 2013 I assisted with local
consultation on the proposal for a new skate park
in the parish. Following this work I became part of
the Working Party of the council looking at the
future provision of play equipment for children and
adults within the parish. The Working Party looked
at what could be done with the existing site at
Farriers Green with a summary report produced.
A follow up meeting was held with Deborah
Arscott, Taunton Deane Borough Council's
Leisure Development Officer, in January 2014.
Monies are available to develop the play provision
and this will be followed up throughout 2014.
Barry Gage - Footpaths
During the past twelve months two volunteers,
Shaun Rolls and Andrew Pritchard, have been
trained in the use of a strimmer on public
footpaths. The Parish Council would like to thank
them for their hard work keeping the footpaths
clear of overgrowth during the growing season,
and would also like to thank Martin Ellis who
continues in the role of Parish Footpath Liaison
Officer. He regularly walks the footpaths and is in
contact with the relevant officers in Taunton
Deane.
Footpath T32/20 which runs between Noah`s Hill
and Church Hill has been reported to SCC Rights
of Way due to its poor condition. They will be
engaging a contractor shortly to control the
surface water which continually runs during the
winter and place some granular sub base.
Norman Cavill - Taunton Deane Borough
Council
Many of the new homes and roads designated in
the Local Plan are now being built, and both this
Council and TDBC have been working to ensure
the developers deliver their commitments. The
provision of the Western Relief Road is a key part
of this plan and required by a section 106, agreed
by the developers,
at the occupation
of the 651st
house.
Resolving
drainage problems
assumed greater
importance this
year, our thanks to
Mr Ted Willis for
his good work.
Repeated requests to TDBC for increased
opening hours at the Recycling Centre has been
successful, with an offer of increased hours from 1
April 2014.
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Mark Besley - Highways
It’s been a busy year from a parish highways point
of view - we have good links with SCC and TDBC
and highways work is usually done (sometimes
after a bit of prodding). The recent heavy rain saw
several problems in the parish, especially blocked
culverts and overflowing streams which have
largely been addressed.
There continues to be a lack of budget for cleaning
ditches and culverts which is frustrating for all. The
Parish Council
has serious
concerns
regarding the
lack of
infrastructure
provision for the
new
developments or
the seeming
lack of joined up
thinking
regarding
highways
issues. We will continue to lobby SCC, TDBC,
Developers and Somerset Highways on the
Parish’s behalf regarding highways issues.
David Fothergill – Somerset County Council
He is the member for Monkton and North Curry.
The boundaries for County Councillors changed in
2013.
He attends as many of our meetings as he can,
taking it in turn with the other Parish Councils he
represents.
Norman Cavill, Denise Webber and Umi Palmer
are our Ward Councillors on Taunton Deane
Borough Council. They regularly attend Parish
Council meetings and update us of matters that
concern our Parish, and Taunton Deane.
Meeting Schedule 2014 / 2015
Meetings are usually held in the committee room,
West Monkton Village Hall, commencing at 7:00
p.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
and there is always a Public Question Time slot (at
around 7:30 p.m.) where the formal meeting is
suspended while questions and comments are
welcomed from anyone living in the parish.
2014 May – Wednesday 14th - Annual Meeting of
Parish Council.
June – Wednesday 11th
July – Wednesday 9th
August – Wednesday 13th
September - Wednesday 10th
October – Wednesday 8th
November – Wednesday 12th
December - Wednesday 10th

2015 January – Wednesday 14th
February – Wednesday 11th
March – Wednesday 11th
March – Wednesday 25th
Annual meeting of the Parish. This is not a
parish council meeting, but required by law to be
arranged by the Parish Council. Annual reports
are presented and there is usually a guest
speaker on a subject of local interest.
The Parish Website
www.westmonkton.net
This is run by the Parish Council and contains
information about the parish. You can read the
Minutes of Parish Council meetings as well as
submissions made by your Council on various
matters. Local events and news items are
reported regularly.
There are links to other sites, and a number of
local businesses operating within the Parish have
taken up the opportunity to advertise on the site. It
aims to offer a
Directory of
Businesses in
West Monkton
Parish.There are
a growing
number of
photographs of
Parish activities
on the web site.
If you would like to advertise on the site, or have
any activity or event you would like us to publicise,
or photographs of activities, contact our Clerk, Mrs
Tricia Cavill: cavill_hillfarm@yahoo.com
Welcome Pack
Having secured grant assistance from SCC, the
Parish Council commissioned the design and
production of a wallet entitled ‘Welcome Pack’.
The wallets themselves have coloured
photographs and information about the Parish,
and contain an information sheet about the Parish
Council, plus flyers from local businesses.
If you have a business in the Parish, and have not
already done so, please feel free to give flyers to
the Clerk for inclusion. Once occupied, a
Welcome Pack is delivered to each house on the
Urban Extension. If you have new neighbours who
have not yet received a Welcome Pack, please
contact the Clerk.
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Financial statement
Where the money came from
Precept (TDBC)
Grants
Interest
Allotments
Sundry/ website/
*incl Council tax support grant
VAT reclaim
Total receipts
Cf/d (reserves)
Total incl cfd
Where the money went

Audited
12/13
27664
440
7
190

Draft waiting for Audit
13/14
29437
440
7
200

Budget
14/15
27379
440
6
275

3261
251
31814
19672
£51486
Audited
12/13
12095
8362
68

1445
898
31427
21000
£52427
Draft
13/14
3221
7864
110

*1990
700
30790
16385
£47175
Budget
14/15
4515
9020
1000

General admin
Salaries
Allotments
Dog bin emptying
/maintenance
1027
540
2500
PWB/GPC
8575
4000
10000
Burial Ground
1140
1190
1240
Bus shelters
10
10
500
Salt/litter bins
0
474
700
Environment/
4421
10539
13400
Community lengthsman
600
VAT on payments
200
200
200
Total
335901
28148
43675
Added to reserves
15585
24279
3500
Total incl add to reserves
£51486
£52427
£47175
The accounts for 12/13 were satisfactorily audited by the Audit Commission appointee Grant Thornton, in accordance
with statutory requirements. The Internal Auditor conducted his examination and was satisfied. Provisional figures up
to the end of March 2014 indicate that expenditure has been below income. The Parish Council is qualified for Powers
of General Competence which means that it can make grants to individuals or organisations to support schemes
contributing to the social, economic or well being of the community. Grant recipients this year include Lengthsman
for essential safety wear and insurance; Village Hall Management Committee for the disabled toilet, Parochial Church
Council for toilet for graveyard visitors. If you have a scheme needing support that matches the criteria, please
contact any Councillor or the Clerk.
The Parish Council is accumulating reserves for major projects (as yet unidentified) that may emerge as a result of
the Urban Extension in Monkton Heathfield. Meanwhile the Council continues to support various improvements to the
environment by the ongoing refurbishing of Parish Noticeboards, additional litter and dog bins, additional outdoor gym
equipment, improving the landscape and looking after the environment. Please let the Parish Council know if you
think there is a need for litter/dog/grit bins or a seat in your area.
SCC and TDBC are reducing services because the grant made to Local Authorities by central government is
diminishing. Consequently, the Parish Council has set in place its own arrangements to continue delivering various
services. You can see these arrangements reflected in the Parish Council’s budgeting. The Parish Council has
renewed the contract for 2014 for eight cuts of the verges in the Village; the A38 verges are cut by SCC as a major
trunk road. The Parish Lengthsman has completed his first year and his report is presented to the Annual Parish
meeting. Additionally we have another litter picker, Andy who looks after the Thornash/Merry Monk area. Andy’s
report is also presented to the APM. An expanded suite of grit bins reflects the Parish Council’s drive towards self-help
during bad weather, as the SCC/TDBC services have been severely cut, so please help yourself and your neighbours
to keep the highways passable. If you see the bin that went missing from New Cross, please return it to the Clerk. As
the Dog Warden service is reduced, and in view of the Parish Council’s determination to reduce dog fouling, more
dog bins are being introduced. Due to current legislation, dog bin emptying has to be carried out by certified operatives
(TDBC) and this is an annual cost to the Council. Evidence of owners allowing dog fouling will be reported to the TDBC
Dog Wardens.
The provision of allotments will, from now on, be statutory for new developments in the Parish, but this does not apply
to the 1000 houses agreed under the old ‘Local Plan’ currently under construction in the Urban Extension.
Maintenance work is ongoing on the Spital allotment site, but the Parish is short of allotment land.
The web site carries important local Parish information and has recently had a face-lift. We hope you are enjoying
the new format. The ‘Business listing’ shows businesses based within the Parish – there are more than you might
expect and cover a wide variety of activities. The website carries head line news; agendas and minutes; reports in
response to consultation; and much more on www.westmonkton.net.
Seven noticeboards in the Parish are available for use by residents to advertise events and services; you do not need
to ask permission, but the boards are checked and regularly edited.
Tricia Cavill, Clerk to the Parish Council
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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News from the Bird World
Late winter has produced some good birds in the
near vicinity and a little further afield. As I write in
late March
there is a
Great Grey
Shrike on the
Quantocks just
south of the
car park at
Triscombe
Stone. It can
generally be
found
patrolling
Marrow Hill or
Great Grey Shrike
thorn bushes
above the quarry. These are charismatic birds,
the size of a thrush but with the habits of a small
hawk. Shrikes will scan the ground from a
prominent perch and pounce on insects, small
reptiles and, in particular voles, of which they are
very fond. Although they have a hooked beak they
lack the strength to dismember prey and will
impale items on thorns or barbed wire in order to
deal with them. From this comes their popular
name of 'butcher birds'. As the name implies Great
Grey Shrikes are basically grey in colour, with pale
breast and belly, black wings with a white bar and
a striking 'bandit mask' through the eye. They are
birds of the colder regions, breeding widely but not
commonly in Northern Europe and North America.
In Britain they are scarce winter visitors and
always exciting to watch. Numbers average
around thirty most winters, but this has been a
particularly good one for them, with three different
birds in Somerset.
There has also been a small winter influx of 'white
winged gulls', rare visitors from Arctic regions.
Possibly as many as five Iceland Gulls have been
noted in the County, inland at reservoir roosts and
on the coast, together with at least three larger
Glaucous Gulls. Compared to our more familiar
species, like Herring and Lesser Black-backed
Gulls, these are very pale birds with white wing
tips, and are not difficult to pick out in large flocks.
Despite its name, the Iceland Gull does not breed
there but in Greenland and, confusingly, Glaucous
Gulls are common breeders in Iceland. Both are
notable sightings.
Fortunately this March, although cool at times, was
warmer than last year and early nests of Blackbird
and Robin seem to have fared well. May sees the

height of the
breeding season
with summer
migrants hurrying
to produce
maximum broods,
assisted by the
seasonal
abundance of
insects and larvae.
Glaucouse Gulls
Many fledgelings
will be hiding in the
undergrowth out of the way of predators. By far
the best advice should you find one of these, and
they are not difficult to locate as they do a great
deal of calling, is to leave well alone. Adult birds
do not readily abandon chicks and will return as
soon as you leave to resume feeding. The only
circumstances in which picking up an 'abandoned'
bird can be justified is if it is in obvious danger,
say from a cat. Should this happen then just raise
it to a safe perch and quickly leave the area.
By mid-May the vast majority of our summer
visitors will have arrived but some of our more
specialist feeders do not reach our shores until
late May or early June. Swifts, which do not nest
until June, arrive from late April but many are still
moving in late May, and can be seen feeding over
large areas of water on the Somerset Levels.
Another specialist feeder is the mysterious
Nightjar which, as its name implies, is a nocturnal
hunter. It feeds entirely on large moths and these
do not reach a peak until late spring. Nightjars are
birds of heathland and forest edges, and there is a
reasonable population nearby on the Quantocks.
Dusk is the time to seek them out, and warm,
windless evenings are best. Find a good vantage
point on a suitable area of heath and listen first for
its strange far-carrying churring call which begins
some twenty minutes or so after sunset. It sounds
like a distant motor continually changing pitch. If
you are lucky you may see a pair performing a
remarkable display flight, with elastic wingbeats
and occasional wing clapping. Staple Plain above
Weacombe, Will's Neck and the edges of
woodland around Holford are traditional Quantock
sites for Nightjars, though numbers do vary from
year to year.
Brian Hill
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes
members whatever their level of interest in
birds. Please contact me on 01823 443503 for
details.

Please remember to tell an advertiser if you have found their contact details in the Village News.
It is only because of our very supportive advertisers that we can produce and deliver your
Village News
to you and to 1229 other households in the area as well as to all our email contacts!
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Hayfever – not to be sneezed at!
Dr Helen Burton, Lyngford Park Surgery
WOW, fantastic - April has arrived! Daylight hours
are longer and the weather is hopefully improving
and with that so does our mood. Trees and flowers
are really flourishing and producing many blossoms.
But, for 1 in 5 of us, April signifies the start of the
hayfever season - although this is nothing to do with
“hay“ or “fever”. Hayfever is primarily an allergy to
pollens: tree pollen, released during spring; grass
pollen, released during the end of spring and
beginning of summer and weed pollen, released any
time from early spring to late autumn. I believe it is
made worse by pollution. Taunton’s surrounding
beautiful hills - the Blackdowns, Brendons, and
Quantocks - provide a fabulous bowl which gets
covered by cloud, ensuring pollen and pollution
remains in the Taunton Vale. Therefore, hayfever
can be a significant problem in this area.
Suffers know the symptoms: sneezing, runny nose,
itchy eyes, palate and ears and, when extreme, facial
pain and nasal obstruction. Non sufferers may find it
hard to understand why it is so difficult to live with
such minor sounding symptoms. However, these so
called minor problems can make life miserable or
even life changing as they can affect sleep and daily
functioning. Hayfever often begins in childhood, with
some people finding a
reduction in symptoms as
they get older. You are more
likely to be affected if there is
a family history of allergies,
particularly asthma or
eczema.
What to do is an interesting
question as it can be difficult
to avoid exposure to pollen.
Start simple: try wearing
wraparound sun glasses and
putting Vaseline in the nostrils
which will keep pollen, etc
away from the sensitive

areas. After gardening change and wash your clothes
and have a shower to remove pollen. Then hit the
high street pharmacies. They are exploding with
many useful remedies – antihistamines that prevent
the allergic reaction provide control for most people’s
symptoms. Do beware however as you can spend a
fortune if not careful. The savvy sufferer will ask the
pharmacist for the cheapest antihistamine tablets,
nose sprays and eye drops. It is possible to find
excellent deals during “the season“, so ask your
pharmacist for advice. It is also wise to keep an eye
on the pollen levels, reported nationally with the
weather forecast in the height of the hayfever
season. A pollen count in excess of 50 is considered
a high risk for hayfever sufferers to experience
symptoms.
If you are really struggling with chronic or persistent
symptoms, or have important exams or a special
occasion coming up then contact your GP. The GP
can provide one-off treatments to cover special
events or may prescribe steroid based treatments to
reduce levels of inflammation and swelling for more
chronic cases. The GP may also explore with you
other options such as long term immunotherapy
which provides exposure to small amounts of pollen
over a long period of time to help to build up
resistance, but this does involve some personal
commitment as one needs to travel to specialist
centres to access this.
For more information on hayfever, see the NHS
Choices website hayfever pages:
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Hayfever/Pages/Introduction.aspx
The NHS Choices website also contains information
about other conditions:
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Pages/hub.aspx
If you need to contact your GP please do so:
tel: 01823 333355,
email: enquiries@lyngfordparksurgery.nhs.uk or see
our website: www.lyngford.co.uk

Crown Medical Centre
Unsure who your ‘usual’ doctor is? Read on:
We absolutely realise that many of you are registered
with one of the doctors, but normally see a different
one, and plenty of people see someone different at
every consultation. We do not feel that this is
particularly satisfactory and so we are starting a
process of firming up which patients actually form
which doctor’s list, and if necessary the registered
doctor may change to reflect who you normally see.
This will be a gradual process, it will not affect your
ability to see any doctor for an urgent matter or for
specific things such as contraception, minor surgery
etc. It will take time before every patient’s registered
doctor truly reflects their usual choice of doctor, but
please bear in mind that this is starting to take
place.

A Space for All
The crowd explore the Community Prayer Garden
next to Bathpool Chapel after the opening ceremony.
Remember, this little oasis is open to anyone; here
you can soak up the sun, watch the plants grow, listen
to the birds or take time to contemplate life with its
myriad of complexities and wonders.

Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Nigel K. Ford

A. Stewart

Independent Funeral Directors

Plumbing & Heating Services
· Boiler
Instalations/Servicing
· Powerflushing
· Cloakroom
· General Heating &
Plumbing Maintenance

· Central Heating
· Bath/Shower
rooms
· Kitchens

Dedicated to upholding a traditional 24 hour
service with kindness, respect and dignity to
families in Taunton and all the surrounding
villages.
Tastefully Appointed Chapel of Rest
Taunton 01823 338369

North End, Creech St Michael, Taunton
45 Station Road, Taunton

Free estimates: call Ashley on 07590729084
or 01823 412632

Do you want a cleaner?
Someone to help out?
Or do you just hate housework?
Call Rachel on
01823 413382
Friendly, local, reliable
Weekly or fortnightly
cleans
We also do ironing!
CRB checked and insured

Janes’s
Friendly, Reliable,
Affordable, Fully Qualified
Day, Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available
Telephone
Your Local
01823 410010
Mobile
to book an
Hairdresser
appointment

For all your MOBILITY needs
and Friendly Advice
Mobility Aids
at Discount Price
Why Pay More?
3 Crown Walk
High Street, Taunton TA1 3PU
Tel: 01823 333133

Notice: - Owner: Mike Talley
OFFERS FREE DELIVERY
On all products to Village News Readers

For all the areas covered by the Village News

ADVERTISING The Advertising rates cover 6 issues of the Village News. The current rates, up to 30th April 2015, are £70
for a larger advert and £45 for a smaller advert. One off adverts. £45. Please contact the advertising editor, see Page 2.
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Pet Health Care - Alabama Rot
Also known as “idiopathic cutaneous and renal glomerular vasculopathy” or
“CRGV”, Alabama Rot is a disease that has been receiving interest in the
media lately. Since December 2012, there have been a number of suspected
and confirmed cases across the UK and a number of these have been in the
New Forest. Currently, the cause of the disease remains unknown although it
does not appear to be contagious or able to pass from dog to dog.
The disease causes skin lesions and/or kidney failure in dogs only. Skin lesions
have usually been seen on the legs, although they can be anywhere on the body, and may present as focal
areas of swelling, reddened or ulcerated skin. Initially dogs may appear well, but can over the following 2-7
days go on to develop signs of kidney failure including loss of appetite, vomiting and lethargy. It is important to
remember that most skin problems will not be caused by this disease.
Treatment is symptomatic and supportive, as there is no known cure. However, dogs have been known to
recover with early recognition and treatment.
Tests have been carried out on the New Forest environment and the affected dogs and all of the more
common, well-known causes of acute kidney failure have been excluded. There has also been testing for
bacteria, viruses and heavy metals and also water testing for hazardous chemicals. However tests are ongoing and any significant results will be made known when available.
Without knowing the specific cause of the disease it is impossible to give specific advice about walking your
dog and which areas are safest, especially as cases have not been isolated to one particular area. The most
important thing is to be vigilant and check your dog over after walking. What we
are advising is, if you notice a wound, lesion or blister on your dog take them to
be checked over by your local vet. Blood testing is available to look for signs of
kidney failure. However it is important to remember that this disease is still not
particularly common and of all the hundreds of dogs visiting the New Forest,
only a relative few have been diagnosed with this condition.
Kelly Howe BVetMed MRCVS
Tone Veterinary Centre

Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Changes
Unisex Hair Salon

Professional Stylists
Specialising in Cut &
Colour
Friendly Relaxed
Atmosphere
Competitive Prices
Free Parking
Tel: 01823 412776
15a School Road,
Monkton Heathfield,

D T SYMONS
PLASTERING SERVICES

A.G. PURCHASE
ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING
AND DRY LINING
UNDERTAKEN
FOR FREE ESTIMATES AND
ADVICE PHONE
DANIEL SYMONS
07710693671
OR
01823 275096

PIANO TUITION
Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Home insurance from NFU Mutual.
Call 01823 444700 for a quote or pop in
New Agriculture House,
Blackbrook Park Avenue, Taunton TA1 2FU

____________________________________
Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society
Limited. For security and training purposes, telephone calls may
be recorded and monitored.

Ovens Cleaned to a high
Standard
No Fuss No Mess
I do the job you love to hate
Safe, Non-Caustic Solutions
used
Fully Insured
Call Ray on Free phone
08000699660
Or visit my website
www.cleanasawhistleovens.co.
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Taunton & Somerset Constabulary

GT020
West Monkton Beat Area
Your Local Beat Team

During the month of February there were 38 reported
crimes.
Theft shop – 2
Burglary non dwelling – 1
Theft from Motor vehicle - 6
Assault – 1
Theft from Motor vehicle – 11
Assault -1
Other crime – 16
In March there were 15 Reported crimes. These being:
Theft from Motor vehicle – 3
Theft shop - 3
Burglary, Dwelling – 1
Burglary, Non dwelling 1
Violence against a person – 1
Other – 6
Please be mindful that the Monkton beat also covers that
of Hankridge and Cashford Gate as part of the police beat
boundaries.
As you can see we are still suffering from high numbers of
theft from Motor vehicles. Again this is either when items of
value have been left on display in the vehicle or, when cars
have been left insecure, entered and loose change taken.
Our District Targeting Team have been working hard to try
and catch the perpetrators and our capture car (an
unmarked Police car which is fully equipped with CCTV /
cameras) has been out and about at various locations
within the beat.
Safety camera partnership is still looking for more sites to
use within the beat area.
PCC Visit
The Police Crime Commissioner, Sue Mountstevens,
visited the Priorswood Community Centre on March 19.
This was received well and many members of the
community attended and voiced their opinions and
concerns about policing in general.
Sue has stated that she intends to roll out as many body
cameras as her budget allows to help in the reduction of
Anti-Social Behaviour and violent incidents.

Neighbourhood Watch
We are still looking for individuals who want to
start up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in their
area.
Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) is about you and
your neighbours, coming together to have a say
in the issues that matter to you in your
community.
We have been committed to supporting
Neighbourhood Watch throughout our force
since its introduction in 1982.
Benefits of Neighbourhood Watch:
There are clear benefits to joining a
neighbourhood watch scheme for you and your
local community:
· It shows that members of a community are
looking out for each other.
· Keeps you up to date with what is going on in
your area.
· Working closely with the police, helps to
prevent and tackle crime.
· You could save money on your home
insurance.
Get involved
If you would like to find out more about the
benefits of NHW and how to get involved, you
can contact us online or by calling 101.
Not sure? Don’t open the door!
We are asking people to look out for elderly
relatives, friends and neighbours who could
become victims of distraction burglary, and
reminding people that if they are not sure who is
at their door, not to open it.
Distraction burglars often target older people in
their homes. Sometimes they pose as officials
from utility companies or make up stories to get
into people’s homes and steal from them. They
could be men, women or even children. Their
appearance can be smart or casual and they
may even wear tabards and have fake
identification. These criminals will not go to the
bother of breaking into a house if they can just
be invited in.
Email:
ssntauntonurbanandrural@avonandsomerset.police.pnn.uk

Friends who Lunch
On a Saturday a friend and myself had lunch at the Merry Monk as so many people had said how good it was
now. They were very very busy and we waited for our drinks and for our order to be taken for some time. We
both ordered the same, garlic mushrooms and Chicken Florentine. The garlic mushrooms came with a
beautiful cheesy sauce with Stilton crumbled in and a salad. The Chicken Florentine arrived with tagliatelle
and was a bit disappointing as there was not enough sauce and the chicken was a tad dry as a result.
As we did not eat all our main course we opted to have a pudding after all and we had a
cheesecake which my friend really enjoyed and I had a toffee Lumpy Bumpy which lived up
to its name and is probably now making my hips a little lumpy bumpy.
It was quite noisy as there was a very large party in but a pleasant atmosphere and
although we were not happy with our main course we would return and try the carvery.
Another friend who was there eating at the same time had had the carvery nut roast and
said it was lovely so all in all it is worth a visit.
Copy deadline for July - August 2014 is 1st June 2014
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Household Cleaning
Undertaken

COLES
CHIMNEY
SERVICES

20 years experience

Professional
Chimney Sweep

Caring person who is willing to do
all household tasks. Will also help
with shopping, collecting
prescriptions, accompanying to
appointments etc.

· All Types of Appliance/Chimney
· NACS certificate issued
· Fully Insured and CRB Checked
· HETAS Registered Solid Fuel
Installer & Sweep
· Bird Guards and Cowls Fitted
· Chimney Linings Supplied/Fitted

References can be supplied.
Reasonable charges.

Telephone:
01278 699019
07730 898919

Phone Angie on
07807892128
HAND AND FOOT
NAIL CUTTING SERVICE

DAVE BAKER
For all your
GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios
Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721

by
QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED
NAIL TECHNICIAN
Home Visits £15
Lynne Newton
Tel: 01823
259808 Mobile:
07850437994

davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel. Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)
Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations

BABTEC MEMBER - CITY & GUILDS - IIHHT

Bathpool Chiropractic Clinic
152 Bridgwater Road
Bathpool, Taunton, TA2 8BJ
(200 yards along from Taunton Land
Rover/Jaguar on A38)
Come and see one of our BCA &
GCC registered Chiropractors,
specialising in:
·Back Pain
·Muscle and joint pain
·Neck and shoulder pain
·Sports injuries
·Migraines
·Arthritis support
·Headaches
·Hip/knee/ankle/foot problems
Treatments include spinal and
extremity manipulations, mobilisation,
remedial massage, dry needling and
posture and lifestyle advice.
Call 01823 412489
to book your appointment or a free 15
minute consultation.

DARREN GRAY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
WORKS TO 17th EDITION
REGULATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL
NEEDS
MOBILE: 07764996937

www.chiropractorbristoltaunton.co.uk
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The Monkton Players
Our spring comedy ‘Happy Acres’, a
comedy by H Connolly, was enjoyed
by both the audience and the cast.
Happy Acres health farm may be advertised as “A
Quality Establishment” but it is far from that. The
domineering
Mrs Comley
and her
sidekick Sam,
the old odd
job man, are
in charge of
the worn out
and tired
buildings.
Sam is
running a
moonshine
whisky still from the garden shed. They both spend
their time trying
to relieve the
clientele of
pounds, not from
their waists but
from their
wallets. Mrs
Comley, in
cahoots with
Madame “O”, the
struck-off
hypnotist, allow
the inmates to
indulge in a spot of “harmless hypnotics”. That is until
all the booking forms get muddled up and the punters
become not quite what they expected! A fast paced,
very funny
comedy that was
enjoyed by all
ages.
Our thanks again
go to all who
came to see the
play
and
everyone
who
helped with the
production. We
really appreciate
your continued
support.
We will soon be
reading plays to
cast for the
Autumn Production so this is an ideal time to join our
group. If you fancy treading the boards or helping back
stage you will be most welcome.
Our AGM is being held at the Village Hall on Tuesday
13th April at 8pm.
If you would like any further information come to our
AGM, contact us via our website at
www.monktonplayers.co.uk or ring Ruth Jones on
01823 289083

MEN WANTED
FOR BOLDER DANCE PROJECT!
An exciting new dance company in
Taunton is putting out a call for
more male dancers.
Based at Tacchi-Morris Arts
Centre, Bolder Dance Company
has been specifically designed for anyone over the
age of 50 who wants to meet new people, dance
and express themselves. Following a successful
launch in February, the company has already
recruited 13 female members but is very keen to
attract some men!
The classes are led by experienced community
dance artists Clare Parker and Hannah Lefeuvre,
and will draw on a range of dance styles, movement
techniques and musical influences, leaving
participants feeling energised, strengthened, more
balanced and aligned. No previous experience is
necessary, just a willingness to have a go!
When asked why Bolder are keen to attract more
men, Clare Parker said: ‘Men are often underrepresented in community dance. They may feel it’s
not for them but I would encourage them to give it a
go. Men I know in other projects have commented
that their work before retiring didn't offer much
scope for creativity and taking part in an arts project
has been a totally new and rewarding experience.’
Clare added: ‘The dance styles we will be exploring
do not require learning really complex steps or
partnering. It’s a chance to explore your own
physicality and build strength, balance, flexibility and
stamina.’
When asked what Bolder Dance Company is hoping
to achieve, Hannah Lefeuvre said: ‘To create
inspiring dance pieces that encapsulate the power
and beauty of mature dancers. We want to support
the dancers as they grow in skills and confidence
and work with them in creating exciting new dances.’
As an added incentive men or women who are
interested in having a go can enjoy their first session
free.
Bolder Dance Company has been made possible
thanks to funding from the Somerset Community
Foundation.
Weekly classes take place on Mondays.
Members meet at 3pm for tea in the foyer before
the class starts at 3.30pm Cost: £2 per session,
£15 per term, £30 per year. New members can
enjoy their first session
free.
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre,
School Road, TA2 8PD.
Box Office: 01823 414141.
Email: info@tacchimorris.com.
Website: www.tacchimorris.com.
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WILLS
POWER OF ATTORNEY
PROPERTY TRUSTS
Phil Denison

1973

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

Complete Estate Planning Service

·

Sibleys

2013

Local
Professional
Competitive
Free Consultation & Advice
Tel: 01823 410021
Mob: 07725567705

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393
Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

email: denisonphil@hotmail.com
Website: www.btwc.co.uk

Gardening and
Landscaping

For everything in the garden:
Planning, preparation, planting,
pruning
Trees, hedges, beds, borders,
pots, lawns, pavings
A friendly and personal service.
For free advice,
planning or a quotation
call Mike on 01278
663441/07930383390

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
164A Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755

Alex Holley Flooring
For all your flooring requirements
• WEIGHT LOSS
• WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
• TARGETED NUTRITION
• ENERGY, FITNESS & SPORT
• WELLNESS FOR ALL AGES
Call JAN GIBBS for a no obligation
FREE Wellness Evaluation
01823 412111/ 07761805798
janetegibbs@hotmail.co.uk
NOT SURE? TRY THE 3 DAY TRIAL
Independent Herbalife Distributor

Groves Electrical Services
All aspects of electrical work for
Domestic and Commercial Properties:
· Free estimates and call out available
· Electrical Installation
Condition Report 2012
,PAT testing
· Fault finding and repair
· Fuse board
upgrades/changes,
· Additional light/power
points (Internal/external)
· Extensions to full re-wires
Based in Creech St.Michael, Taunton.
Contact Paul on 07796903447 or
01823442295
Email: groves.electrcal@hotmail.co.uk

Your local specialist for:
Carpet, Vinyl, Kardean,
Wood and Safety Flooring

R A WICKS LTD
Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
Suppliers & Installers of
Woodburning & Multi-fuel Stoves
Clapper Hay
Church Street, Merriott TA16 5PR

Tel: 07734860724
IAN THOMAS AIP, RP
Plumbing & Heating Services
4 Vicarage Lawns
Creech St Michael
TA3 5EZ
Telephone: 01823 444332
Mobile: 07885829858.

Tel: 0146074612
www.ianthomasplumbing.co.uk

Email: rawicks@lineone.net

www.wicksheating.co.uk

Napit Part P Registered - Full Scope
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N & V HANLON
QUALITY BUILDERS &
DECORATORS
UPVCU SPECIALIST

Interior/Exterior,
Wallpapering, Tiling, Glazing,
Artexing,
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
CARPENTRY/PLASTERING
COMPLETE ROOFING WORKS SOM
E
WINDOWS - DOORS - FACIAS
CONSERVATORIES

TEAM

Tel: Office 01278 427303
or 01823
272281
Mobile:
07872001141
Email: nandvhanlon@yahoo.co.uk

Clive Anthony
Design

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Furniture Makers
Ø Kitchen, Bedroom & Bathroom
Furniture: Supply and/or Fit.
Ø Custom Made Furniture
Ø High Quality Joinery
Ø Design service available
Ø Standard Oak range at very
competitive prices
Ø All Projects Considered

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements

For free estimates and advice please
contact: Clive Withey
Tel: 01823 444622

Contact Bob on
01823 413510
or
07790 812327

Mobile: 07711121399
Email:
clive@cliveanthonydesign.co.uk
www.cliveanthonydesign.co.uk

A packed Bathpool
Chapel listening to
stories of the garden
during the special
Community Prayer
Garden event.
See Page 7
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NIGEL DAVIES
Painter and Decorator
293 Cheddon Road. Taunton
Mon-Fri (8 am to 5:45 pm)
50 weeks of the year
For children 3 months to
school age
Fully qualified staff
Excellent Ofsted report
Accepts Nursery Vouchers
‘Offering a secure, stimulating and
fun filled home environment for the
best start in life’
For more information please contact:

High Quality Interior and
Exterior Work
Friendly and Professional
Service
Competitive Rates
All Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Private and Commercial
Work Undertaken

Tel: 01823 277026
Mob: 07915 061314

Ruth West on 01823 288681

Dave Terrell
PLUMBING & HEATING
Tel: 01823 333332 Mob: 07811166829
www.daveterrell.co.uk
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
45 Farriers Green,
Monkton Heathfield TA2 8PP

·
·
·
·
·

New Central Heating Systems &
Upgrades
General Plumbers
Complete Bathroom Installations
Approved Gas Installer
Free Estimates
Boiler Repairs &
Servicing

Quality Workmanship

Cumbrian Holiday Home

J Warman Carpentry &
Property Maintenance
Doors, skirtings, built in
wardrobes, cupboards etc

Traditional Quality
Men’s Wear
Ranges include 60 chest and waist

TEL: 01823 412721
Mobile: 07734307887
Local, friendly service by
qualified carpenter

Small jobs welcome

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: enquiries@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”
Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game

3-bedroom dormer bungalow
In the picturesque village of Beckermet
overlooking tranquil countryside.
Enclosed garden with lawn & patio
areas, fully equipped,
sleeps up to 9.
Easy access to the Western Fells
& Lakes, Georgian town of Whitehaven
& St Bees Beach.
Village pubs
in a short walking distance.
Pets are welcome
Discounts available
by quoting ref. VN2014

Free delivery
when you spend £25 or more
Supplying to the public and catering
trade
Tel: 01823 289097

For details contact Corinne on
07527890378
or corinne_stbees@hotmail.co.uk

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk
Featured on thebestoftaunton.co.uk

Landscaping &
Garden Services

Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats

Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

Garden Maintenance
Lawn & Hedge cutting
Patios / Paving
Fencing / Pergolas
Decking / Turfing
Ponds / Water Features
Call Patrick on: 01823 213316

www.cutnocorners.com
> Fully Insured
> Registered Waste Carrier
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FREE ITEMS/ITEMS FOR SALE/WANTED

Somerset Animal Therapies and Training

DOG COACHING,
TRAINING AND
REHABILITATION

ITEMS FOR SALE - items up to £50 in value are included.
We do not make any charge for this service and take no
responsibility for the quality or safety of the items advertised.
If you would like to include something in this section please
contact Lorna Walters on 01823 412017 or
lc.walters@tiscali.co.uk

For Sale:
·

·
·
·
·
·

Several new Eastex articles for sale – sizes 18 and 20:
Blouses and skirts and 1 anorak. Never worn.
£15 - £25 each
01823 412797
Chappel upright piano. Needs tuning. Free to whoever
collects.
01823 412743
Dyson DC14 carpet cleaner. £25
01823 412 458
Computer monitor. 17” screen. Flat panel. Good working
order. Complete with leads £35 o.n.o.
01823 413980
3 shelf computer station with separate keyboard space. Very
good condition. £15 o.n.o.
01823 413980
Full size computer keyboard with PS2 connector. £3 o.n.o.
01823 413980

Life skills for dogs
Puppy Classes
One to one lessons
Dog Training Classes
Weekend workshops
Tellington Touch
Reiki
Harness Fitting
“Kindness and Wellbeing in Mind
at all times”
Please phone or email for more
information
Contact: 07717 8930897
E mail: nutley1@btinternet.com

Somerset County Council
Have you heard of the Slinky service?
The Slinky bus service provides a vital service to
people that do not own their own vehicle, or who cannot
access public transport easily.
Slinky will even provide transport for people who do
have access to public transport as long as their chosen
destination is not covered by that service.
People who use the Slinky range from parents and
toddlers, to teenagers and the elderly. Group bookings
are also welcomed.
·
Local health appointments
·
Going shopping
·
Commuting
·
Social service events
·
Evening classes
·
Meetings
·
Connecting to Public Transport links.
Passengers will need to register their details to access
the service. The membership to the scheme is free but
a zonal charge is applied to all journeys unless the
passenger holds a Concessionary Bus Pass.
Slinky is part of Transporting Somerset, the Councils
Transport department, and can be booked in advance
by calling Tel: 01823 331266.

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICES
The mobile library service visits every four weeks – as follows:
ROUTE K will call at the Village Hall on Wednesdays
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on:
7th May, 4th June, 2nd July
You can find information about this service at
www.librarieswest.org.uk, or by phoning 08453459177

Can’t get to a Library? Can we help?
Did you know that anyone living in Somerset who is unable to visit a library
can receive a free home delivery service? The Royal Voluntary Service
(formerly the WRVS) and Somerset County Council’s Libraries Service are
working in partnership to deliver books, DVDs and talking books from your
local library. The service is available to anyone who cannot easily visit a
library.
The Home Library Service Manager will match you to a local volunteer, who
will pick up your books from the library and deliver them to you at a time
that suits you. For more information contact us on 08453459177

Glasses for Hire
Flutes suitable for wine, champagne etc
Proceeds to St
Augustine’s
Church
Please telephone
01823 413013 for
more information
NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR SERVICE

28th May

Priorswood Academy

For further details ring 08457711711 or
go online at www.blood.co.uk
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Mobile Gents Barber
Previously at Vaughans in the
Old Cattle Market and Sims in
East Reach

Call Garry
Mobile: 0779079833
Tel: 01823 461773
For advice on DIGITAL TV
Contact: JOHN

MORLEY
Tel: 01823 413980

Television tuning and set up
Freeview Recorders supplied & installed
TV, Video & DVD Repairs
VHS VIDEO transferred to DVD
Mobile: 07884393285 Email: aodtv1@gmail.com

CLS ACCOUNTANCY
SERVICES
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Book keeping
VAT Returns
Payroll
Sales invoicing
Management Accounts
Year End Accounts
Cashflow Forecasts
Company Secretarial

All at competitive rates,
16 years experience,
References available.
Call Clare on 07919
655378 or email
clare.cls@btinternet.com
to arrange a free initial
meeting to discuss your
accounting
requirements.

Contact: Nigel Roper

Tel: 01823 252023

www.englishgardenco.co.uk

M.R HOLMAN
CARPENTRY & BUILDING
GREENWAY, MONKTON HEATHFIELD

DOORS, WINDOWS, STAIRCASES, FLOORING & FITTED WARDROBES
*

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & RENOVATIONS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
*

EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS
*

KITCHEN DESIGN & INSTALLATION
*

SPECIALISTS IN CUSTOM BUILT UPVC CONSERVATORIES

FOR QUALITY, VALUE & SERVICE PLEASE CALL

01823 413506
mrh4@live.co.uk

07885114221
www.mrholman.co.uk

County Cleaning

Tel: 01823 412436

Monday to Saturday 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Sunday 6:30 am - 2:00 pm & 4:00 - 9:00 pm

Newspaper
Deliveries
ATM Cash
Machine
Wool &
Haberdashery
Groceries & Sweets
ü Off Licence &
Tobacco

Patios
Driveways
Artificial Lawns
Decking
Walls & Fencing
Garden Maintenance
· Lawns - Seeding and Turfing

*

MONKTON HEATHFIELD STORES
15 School Road

LANDSCAPING

Fresh Bread &
Vegetables
Hot Pasties
Home Delivery
Monogram
Machine
Photocopying
Greetings Cards
ü Video Club

08000026262 Work
07920842000 Mobile
county.cleaning@virgin.net
*Carpets *Gutters
*Windows *Driveways
3 Acacia Gardens,
Taunton TA2 8TA
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Litter Fever!
There may be no such thing as the dog poo fairy but in West Monkton there is such a thing as
litter pickers!
My name is Andy and I have lived on School Road with my family since 2009. We have a path
that runs past our house from School Road to Elms Estate and pretty much since day one I
have tidied up any litter that I found along it.
This regular activity resulted in my investing in a litter picking tool. I like to take pride in helping
make my little piece of Britain that little bit tidier. So it was very pleasing when I responded to
the advert for litter pickers in the Village News, and that Tricia should respond with a yes and
ask me to look after the areas around the Merry Monk and Thornash Close bus shelters. I do this with my
three year old son who has his own litter picker and loves helping out with this. Start them young, I guess, and
hopefully it will put them in good stead to think twice about dropping that litter in the future!
In fact our need for litter picking is such that we often go much further afield, ranging from Greenway to Milton
Hill and over to Brittons Ash. Never do we return without several bags full! We often drop off bags at some of
the public bins around the parish so we can carry on with more. This also means we regularly let Taunton
Deane know when bins need to be emptied too.
All this litter fever also made us think we should learn a bit more about what is going on across Britain and that
is where we came into contact with Keep Britain Tidy (www.keepbritaintidy.org). On a camping holiday in the
South Downs I had come across the amusing ‘No Such Thing as a Dog Poo Fairy’ slogan and was thrilled to
find I could acquire stickers for our own area. I am afraid to say dog fouling is rather an issue, I have taken this
up with Taunton Deane and the dog warden, but they seem to have no magic solution. So
I hope a little bit of humour might just prompt people, who may be just a few in number, to
always carry a bag to clean up after their dog.
We are not the only litter pickers either; often when out litter picking I bump into Miss
Kimber who oversees the Spittal Row area, and I hope at some point to bump into Mrs
David who covers Brittons Ash. I am also pleased to report that in our rounds we often
receive appreciative comments and reports of others who on their own initiative litter pick
around the parish.
So if you do see litter hot spots I am happy to be emailed lepritchliff42@yahoo.com and
will do my best to see it is cleared, or at least report it to Taunton Deane if it is more than
we can manage.
I end with this piece which I liked from a recent visit to Forde Abbey, this is printed on all
their litter bins:
‘Resemble not the slimy snail, who with his filth proclaims his trail,
- Post your vote here for a cleaner England’.
Andrew Pritchard TEL: 01823413934 MOB: 07714184943
Look who’s
helping with the
litter picking!

www.louisegardner.com

And Finally ...
Getting old: When you bend down to tie a shoelace and start thinking about
what else you can do while you’re down there.
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