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Monkton Heathfield,
West Monkton and Bathpool

Monkton Heathfield New Building and Developments
Are you struggling to keep track of the new building and development in our area?
Do you wish you could get your head around what’s going on and maybe comment on a
planning application?
Are you wondering what issues the Parish Council is campaigning for?
To keep you informed about the developments, an electronic update service is being set up by the Parish
Council to let you know about important information, dates and meetings. (Read more on Page 3)

To sign up: send an email to communications@westmonkton.net
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The
Christmas
Country
Market was
very
successful.
Photos taken
at the event
can be found
throughout
the News.

Publication in the Village News does not imply an endorsement. The Editors cannot be held responsible for any errors or
omissions. The information contained within this publication is published in good faith.
Volunteers deliver this publication to homes in West Monkton, Monkton Heathfield, Bathpool, Gotton and Goosenford.
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USEFUL NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Regular Bookings at the Village Hall

The Reverend Geoff Boucher: - 01823 412226
Churchwardens: Brian Hill - 01823 443503
John Roynon - 01823 442997
P.C.C Secretary: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
P.C.C Treasurer: Rachael Baker- 01823 413151
Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Betty Stone - 01823 331723
Reverend Grace Applebee - 259580
Parish Council Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 413524
Parish Council Chairman: Hazel Ellis - 412485
West Monkton Primary School Head: Ian
Robinson - 412582
Heathfield Community School Head: Peter Hoare 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport: 01823
331266 Slinky Bus: 01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to
4 pm (24hrs notice).
Neighbourhood Beat Manager: PC 4250 Andy
Beake
Police Community Support Officers: 101 and ask
for PC277 Steve Linton or PCSO 8412 Claire Escott
Village Hall :
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Iris Pigott 01823 413552
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Saturday Morning Music School Mike Riches
- 01823 412416 mikeriches@btinternet,com
Village News Editor: Please forward information
for the next edition to the Associate Editors,
Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters@tiscali.co.uk,
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201
dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by
Margaret Lomax Tel. 01823 412218

West Monkton Pre School:
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:15 am to 3:00 pm
and
Tuesday and Friday 9:15 am to 12:15 pm during term
time
Writers Club:
7:30pm to 9:30pm Mondays and 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thursdays
Phoenix Camera Club: 7:00 to 10:00 pm Mondays
West Monkton Salsa Club: 7:00 to 10:30 pm
Mondays
Pilates: 9:30 to 10:30 am Tuesdays
Brownies: 6:00 to 7:30 pm Tuesdays
Monkton Players: 8:00 to 10:00 pm Tuesdays
Taunton Ladies Chorus: 7:15 to 9:15 pm Tuesdays
Badminton: 2:00 to 3:00 pm Tuesdays & 8:00 to 10:00
pm Wednesdays
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing: 7:00 to 9:45 pm
Wednesdays
National Childbirth Trust:
10:00 am to 12 noon Wednesdays and 11:00 am to
1:00 pm Fridays
Beavers: 6:00 to 7:30 pm Wednesdays
Coffee Morning: 10:00 to 11:30 am Thursdays
Cubs: 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm Thursdays
Pilates: 9:30 am - 10:30 am Fridays
Monkton Evening WI:
7:30 pm on the fourth Thursday of the month
South West Orchid Society:
2:00 to 5:00 pm once a month on a Sunday

Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or
by hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to
ensure that it arrives. Please only use black text so that
information may by copied easily into the Village News.
Items submitted will be subjected to editing if necessary.
The deadline for submissions for the March - April 2015
Village News is 1st February 2015.
To get a copy of the Village News emailed to you
please email thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk

Cheddon Fitzpaine Church
on Friday 6th February
at 7:30 p.m.
Peter Trigg presents

‘Our Living Landscape’
&
‘Cheddon Weddings’
Refreshments will be served
Collection in aid of church funds
Singles Club
Next Meetings:
· January 13th Drinks and Nibbles at Ann and
Kevin Davenport’s - Little Haven, Sidbrook,
from 10:30 a.m.
· February 16th Lunch at the Merry Monk
from 12:15 p.m.
New members always welcome
Enquiries to Di Besley Tel: 01823 412857

Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015
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Parish Council takes new approach to COMMUNICATIONS
On behalf of the residents of West Monkton, Monkton Heathfield and Bathpool, the Parish Council manages a
number of ongoing issues as well as providing an interface with Taunton Deane Borough Council (TDBC)
regarding the current implementation of the ‘Local Master Plan’ and the implementation of future phases
defined in the ‘Core Strategy’.
This work regarding the developments is particularly complicated and although all comments and responses
to Taunton Deane Borough Council are published on www.westmonkton.net as part of the meeting minutes
there has been a feeling amongst Councillors and residents alike that more could be done to simplify the
manner in which the information is presented to members of the public.
With this in mind, in its October meeting the Parish Council voted to accept an offer from a volunteer with a
remit to set up an electronic update service, enabling information, dates and meetings to be more easily
published.
Information to be included in this service will include context and background to the development plans, an
index of planning applications relevant to the new development, definitions and boundaries to current phases
of development in the Local Master Plan, highlights of how and when residents can make comments to TDBC
planning authority, information on how plans within the Core Strategy are developing and how to comment on
them as well as a section on FAQ and a summary of the hot topics that the Parish Council is currently
campaigning for.
To sign up: send an email to communications@westmonkton.net
By signing up to the update service you are giving consent to the Parish Council to hold your email address and to
contact you when information is updated on the Parish website. Your email address will not be disclosed to other
public bodies and will only be used to communicate information from/about the Parish Council.
Information is also provided on the parish website www.westmonkton.net and in the Village News. The Parish
Council are committed to acting on behalf of the community and welcome your input. The agenda for Parish Council
meetings is online and on the Village Notice Boards.
There is also an electronic service for the Village News. To sign up for this send an email to
thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk

Pub Quiz
at the Monkton Inn
Monday 16th February. 7:00 p.m.
1st Prize - £50 Voucher
towards a delicious meal at The
Monkton Inn
Seats will be limited.
Please contact:
Peter and Val on 01823 412414 for your
tickets as soon as possible for this popular
evening.
Tickets cost £13 per
person, this includes
one drink and food,
plus the Quiz and a
donation towards The
South Aisle Roof
Fund of St
Augustine's Church.

West Monkton Village
Hall
Monkton Heathfield
Taunton, TA2 8NE
Saturday 21st February
2015
10:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Orchids for sale &
displays
Refreshments
Tombola

Plough Sunday Service at St Augustine’s Church
25th January 2015, 11:00 a.m.
All Welcome
Afterwards please join us for a
Soup, Bread and Cheese Lunch
£5 adults £3 children
Service to be taken by Rev Rob Waldren
Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015
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“Fear not,
I bring you glad tidings of
great joy ...”
So said the angel to the shepherds,
and that is how it seemed to me when
the telephone call from the Heritage
Lottery Fund came. It confirmed that our worries about
the HLF grant could be laid aside, since the St.
Augustine’s Church project has been awarded a grant
of nearly half the cost of the repair works, provision of
a Heritage Trail which involves the four churches in
our Benefice, Hestercombe Gardens and a link to the
National Cycle Path alongside the canal at Bathpool,
together with development of an ‘app’ to support the
Trail.
You might remember our first HLF application last
year was unsuccessful, but thanks to the support from
the Rector and PCC, both West Monkton and
Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Councils, Hestercombe
Gardens Trust, the congregation and the wider
community; after hours of meetings with architects,
the Diocesan Adviser, English Heritage; after much
form-filling and many telephone calls, we can now
look forward to getting the project underway in 2015. It
is anticipated the work will be completed by the end of
2016/early 2017. I am certain our bid, which included
greater community engagement, through the Trail and
‘app’ has given us the edge this time.
The repairs to the church building includes major roof
works, securing loose stone walls, arresting structural
movement, attending to defective rainwater goods and
making good damaged window tracery. The extent of
the roof problems will be confirmed after removal of
sections of the rusted corrugated iron sheets over the
South Aisle, and we anticipate fairly widespread
damage to the hidden roof timbers.
I am particularly pleased that we have the grant
confirmed prior to Rev. Geoff’s departure early in the
New Year. Without major funding in place, the
appointment of a new priest might have proved
difficult, but having the majority of the money in place,
means a new Rector isn’t faced with a crumbling
church and no plans to repair and restore it.

Congratulations!
Heartiest congratulations to Kevin, Jane and
Rosemary in their successful submission for a
Heritage Lottery Grant for St. Augustine’s Church.
They have all worked tirelessly and with such
determination to succeed in obtaining this grant.
Chris and Katharin Dalton

Can I Help?
Each evening I have a personal session of prayer
for those persons known to me who are in trouble
either through sickness or other problems. I am
willing to extend this to the Parish if there is a
need. All I ask is for any person who feels this
may help to email me
at stuart.g.pullen@talk21.com with the details and
to update me as to progress.

Applicants can be told this community has pulled
together and can face the future confidently.
Thanks to all who have contributed in any way, be it
through donations or membership of the 100 Club,
through attending meetings with our Parish Councils
indicating support not only from regular worshippers
but also from the wider community. Special thanks
to Rev. Geoff , the Church-Wardens and all on the
PCC, to Francis Cornish who runs the 100 Club
which brings in around £4,500 p.a. specifically for
the project, and for the tireless work by Rosemary
Pugh-Thomas and Jane Cornish, my partners on
our Project Group.
At the time of writing (early December), I await the
details of the grant from HLF, but I expect we will
need to find another £12,000 from donations and
church fundraising and around £60,000 from other
grant bodies. Given the help and support so far, I
am confident these figures are achievable. Our
schools have been invited to get involved with the
Trail, there will be the opportunity to get physically
involved in some of the labour intensive works, and
we will need volunteers for Open Days. Anyone with
expertise in app development is invited to contact
me. Our budgeting includes costs to cover
outgoings made by schools and the app
development.
Rev. Geoff’s departure will lead to the sale of The
Rectory and we have separate proposals to build a
new toilet to replace the existing facility in The
Rectory garden. We are also looking at ways to
replace the Church Room facility and the Diocesan
Surveyor has confirmed assistance in funding, this
will result from the sale proceeds. A further project
is the extension of the car park, and planning
consent has been applied for.
If you want to get involved with any area of the
Project, then please get in touch with me. In the
meantime a BIG THANK YOU. Let’s make it a busy
and a Happy New Year!
Kevin Davenport on behalf of St. Augustine’s
Heritage Project.
Tel: 01823 413628.
Well here we are again
another year gone, it only
seems like yesterday I was
writing that, not twelve
months ago!
Do hope you had a very enjoyable Festive season.
Thank you for the used stamps, I off loaded a black
bin bag full before Christmas!
Also, I would like to thank everyone who shopped at
Asda and placed their green tokens in The Hearing
Dogs for Deaf People bin,
I am thrilled to tell you we won, and Dot with hearing
dog Puddle and myself got presented with the cheque
for £200.
Thank you again for your continued support support.
Wishing you all a very happy and healthy 2015.
Best wishes from
Lin (Keitch Taunton and District F.R Branch)

Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015
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BBC Question Time at Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre
The UK’s most-watched political programme was broadcast from Tacchi-Morris Arts
Centre on Thursday 30th October

The ‘Question Time’ panel
Photos by Clayton Jane Photography

The crew were at the centre for just two days to lay
the cables, set up the production office, rig their
own lighting system and grid and film the
programme, with the majority of those involved
only in Taunton for one day. The filming itself only
took an hour as it is recorded as live and is
screened to the nation an hour later.
Having Question Time here in Somerset also
afforded students a fantastic opportunity to see
behind the scenes of this flagship show with
students from The SPACE (Somerset Performing
Arts Centre for Education) and Year 11s from
Heathfield Community School being given the
opportunity to tour the set and meet the production
team.
Students were given the opportunity to work the
camera equipment, hold a boom microphone
correctly and even press the right buttons in the
recording van outside to control the shots and put
the programme together - a hugely valuable insight
into the ‘behind-the-scenes’ process of screening
such a programme to up to £3m viewers
nationwide.
The real excitement came when students were
invited to take part in the rehearsal with David
Dimbleby as he chaired a mock debate with a
student panel. A brilliant question was posed by
Emily, a Year 11 Heathfield Student who sought a
solution to the problem that there are too many
upper-class politicians in office to represent a
diverse public. A hot debate ensued, masterfully
chaired by the warm-natured Dimbleby, who
completely put them at their ease.
David Duthie, Course Director from The SPACE
commented “Students gained a great deal from the
experience of touring the production departments
of the show and taking part in a mock-panel Q&A
with David Dimbleby himself! They were
completely put at their ease and we are so grateful
to the BBC for the opportunity.”
The show clearly struck a chord with students
involved in the day: one Year 12 student, Beth
Kingston-Lee said “I have only had a moderate

interest in politics until now, but watching the
politicians argue got me fired up and desperate to
get involved. I definitely want to learn more about
the different arguments after this experience and
cannot wait to use my vote”
Alongside celebrated host David Dimbleby the
panel comprised of:
Caroline Lucas, MP and former leader (Green
Party)
Baroness Kramer, Liberal Democrats Transport
Minister
Tristram Hunt, MP and Shadow Education
Secretary (Labour Party)
Owen Paterson, MP (Conservative)
Anthony Horowitz, Novelist and screenwriter
Topics discussed included the de-criminalisation
of drugs and a focus on a health-based approach
rather than criminalisation for users following a
House of Commons debate opened by panellist
Caroline Lucas earlier that day on a motion
relating to the UK drugs policy; whether returning
UK Jihadists should be tried for treason; a
discussion about whether Britain should repay the
£1.7 million bill from the EU by December 1st;
questions regarding whether the UK’s benefits
system is acting as a magnet causing spiralling
immigration problems in Calais, France, as put
forward by the Mayor of Calais; and questions
whether the UK’s energy problems will result in
the country facing blackouts this winter.
The event was also used by audience members to
highlight key local-issues including the new EDF
power station, Hinkley C and its potential
environmental impact, and protesters against the
local badger cull in Somerset staged a
demonstration outside the centre as Conservative
MP Owen Patterson arrived.

Camera man at work on ‘Question Time’
Photographs of the event are available from Clayton Jane
Photography: clayton.jane@btinternet.com
PRESS CONTACT: SARA LOVERIDGE 01823 414122
Box Office: 01823 414141
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre, School Road, Taunton. TA2 8PD. Box
Office: 01823 414141.
Email: info@tacchi-morris.com. Website: www.tacchimorris.com.

Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015
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FROM THE REVEREND GEOFF BOUCHER,
RECTOR OF ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH

Dear Friends,
Thank you for all your love and
support during 2014. Thank
you for all that we have been
able to do and to be together
by the grace of God.
William Temple spoke of the Church as a cooperative
which exists for the benefit of non-members and W H
Vanstone in his book ‘Love’s endeavour, Love’s
expense’ describes the Church as an offering of love
into the community.
From time to time there are voices who tell me that
the church is irrelevant and too expensive. I always
try to take those voices seriously, to be stimulated by
the conversation (though it is disappointingly the case
that these voices are sometimes more anxious to
speak than to listen) and to ask whether the Church
of England and its parish system still has a role to
play.
Another year is complete. Another year of small but
faithful, committed and quietly passionate Church of
England congregations in our parish churches.
Another year of celebrating life and finding comfort at
30 Baptisms, 11 marriages, 30 funerals, of community
celebration and strength at Christmas, Easter, Plough
Sunday and Harvest, All Souls and Remembrance, of
the regular sharing of the Christian narrative with our
500 children in our good and outstanding church
schools, of the daily offering of prayer and the weekly
celebration of communion. Another year of
maintaining four beautiful buildings and churchyards.
Another year in which the Church of England through
its sharing of resources has been an offering of love
in every parish of Taunton, comfortable and
uncomfortable, rich and poor, and throughout our
nation.
May God continue to bless all of us in our
communities and inspire us with his love and delight
as we embark on a new year and may we be open to
God’s presence in every challenge and opportunity.
As I meet the new opportunities and challenges of my
move to Cambridge with Catherine I will be sustained
by the joy and strength that we have shared together
and I will cherish many many good memories, strong
friendships, meaningful and vulnerable conversations,
moments blessed by a shared experience of the close
presence of God. You have been an extraordinary
blessing to me, some of you more than you would
allow yourselves to think, and I trust that I have been
a blessing to you.

With love and prayers
Geoff
Next PCC Meeting at 7.30pm on Monday 12th
January

Saint Augustine, West Monkton and
Blessed Virgin Mary, Cheddon Fitzpaine
Enquiries and requests for pastoral care to Rev. Geoff
Boucher, 01823 412226
Services at St Augustine, West Monkton unless stated
otherwise

January
Thursday 1st
Sunday 4th

Sunday 11th

Sunday 18th

Wednes 21st
Sunday 25th

10:30am
Holy Communion
(Heathfield Community Centre)
8:00am
Holy Communion
(BCP)
10:00am
Eucharist and farewell
to Geoff and Catherine All Welcome!
8:00am
Holy Communion
(BCP)
9:30am
Parish Eucharist
11:00am
Holy Communion
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)
8:00am
Holy Communion
(BCP)
9:30am
NB Service at
Kingston St Mary
6:00pm
Evensong
11:00am
Holy Communion
(Gotton Manor)
8:00am
Holy Communion
(BCP)
11.00am
Plough Sunday
Service Note time
Followed by Ploughman’s lunch
11:00am
Holy Communion
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)

February
Sunday 1st

8:00am

NB Service at
Kingston St Mary
9:30am
Welcome to All Service
11:00am
Family Service
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)
Thursday 5th 10:30am
Holy Communion
(Heathfield Community Centre)
Sunday 8th
8:00am
Holy Communion
(BCP)
9:30am
Parish Eucharist
11:00am
Holy Communion
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)
th
Sunday 15
8:00am
NB Service at
Kingston St Mary
9:30am
Parish Eucharist
6:00pm
Evensong
th
Wednes 18
11:00am
Holy Communion
(Gotton Manor)
Ash Wednesday 7:00pm
Eucharist and
Imposition of Ashes at Kingston St Mary
nd
Sunday 22
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am
Parish Eucharist
11:00am
Holy Communion
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)

Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015
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BATHPOOL CHAPEL
A warm and friendly church
family.
You will be made most
welcome.
Sunday service is at
10:30 am

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you ... for 182 giftfilled Shoeboxes that were brought to Bathpool
Chapel enroute to Samaritan's Purse from our
community. I know there are some very happy
children who wouldn't have
received any other gifts this
past Christmas.
If you want to find out more
about what happens to the
boxes when they leave
here - please look at the
Operation Christmas Child
website. It will bring you
great joy!!
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operationchristmas-child/
Special Notice:
Bathpool Chapel will be closed on Sunday 4th
January as we join with St Augustine's Church in
West Monkton to say "Goodbye" to Rev Geoff
Boucher. We are so grateful for his prayerful support
over the years he has been in this parish, and wish to
give him and Catherine our best wishes and prayers
as they leave us.
From the St Augustine’s Church Records:
Baptisms:
We welcome the newly baptised into the community
of the church of Christ and pray that they may grow in
the life of the Holy Spirit:
26th October
2nd November
2nd November
30th November
30th November
7th December

Benjamin James Goldsworthy
Thomas Samuel Parham
Evie Mary Parham
Noah Adam James Langdon
Finley Paul Oscar Langdon
Emma Mary Loader

Wesleyan Covenant Service
Sunday 11th January at 10:30 a.m.
Begin the New Year with us as we renew our
Covenant to serve Jesus Christ. This service,
originally written by John Wesley has been updated
into modern language to express our commitment to
following Jesus and His teaching throughout this
year. Holy Communion is included as part of this
service. The service is in an easy to follow booklet
that you might like to keep as a reminder of your
Covenant.
Coffee Mornings at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday 3rd January - Clive Hooper will be
hosting his annual "Coffee and Nibbles" and light
lunches in aid of the upkeep of the Community
Prayer Garden. Donations gratefully received.
Saturday 7th February - Valentine's Coffee and
Cakes morning. A free gift for every lady who
attends. Cakes and goodies to warm your heart!
Bric-a-brac, books, clothing etc for sale.
Footprints - every 4th Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
An informal breakfast and discussion on a relevant
topic of interest. People share their stories, we might
sing a song or two, listen to music, pray for
community needs and learn how we can live better
lives in God's world. You are free to just sit and
observe or join in and share something of your life
experience too. All are welcome. It's not your usual
"church service" at all! Why not try something new
this year and make some new friends.
25th January - "Habits - helpful or harmful"- Do
you have any good habits that you want to cultivate
this year? Or maybe you have a bad habit you want
to give up? Join us to see how others have found
help with both. Maybe you have some tips to help
us?
22nd February - "Chinese Whispers" - Do you
remember playing this game? Can we be bearers of
good news? Do we really hear what people are
saying to us? Come and be encouraged.

With thanks
Re the late Olive Hall, who died on the 7th October
2014
I would just like to thank everyone who attended
Mum's funeral and say thank you for all the kind
messages and cards I received, which have been a
source of great comfort to me
Pamela Bagg.

Funerals:
16th October
Olive Hall
31st October
Alan Ebsary
19th November
Howard Parker
20th November
Lottie Oaten
May the souls of the departed rest and grow in peace
and rise in glory.

Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015

Operation Christmas
Child
The children from the
Primary School
collected some
wonderful shoe boxes,
which were taken to
Bathpool Chapel for a
blessing. The children
and their families went
to Bathpool Chapel and
took part in the service.
They enjoyed the ‘No
Strings’ puppet show
and the chocolate
biscuits and mince pies.
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News from the Bird World
It is always good to be able to report the presence of an
unusual bird in the village and particularly an attractive
one. During early November a Black Redstart
frequented the buildings surrounding the house of Annie
and Phil Penny in Coombe Lane. Although rare in this
country, in many ways Black Redstarts are the
continental equivalent of the Robin, and are familiar
birds in the towns and
cities there. They are, in
fact, close relatives of the
Robin though with entirely
different habitat
preferences.
The male Black Redstart
is a handsome bird, with
coal black plumage and a
striking orange-red tail
Black Redstart
(from which it gains its
name) which is quivered
when the bird perches. Older males have pale wing
panels which contrast sharply with the dark feathers.
The song is a peculiar metallic rattling, likened to ballbearings being jangled in a bag and males will, in
Europe, sing from high vantage points such as church
spires, buttresses and rooftop television aerials.
Most of the birds we see in winter are, however, females
or first-winter males which, though still attractive, are
dark sooty grey in colour but still with the bright tail. The
Coombe Lane was one of these.
Black Redstarts have an interesting history in the U.K.
They are traditionally birds of scree-covered cliffs,
quarries and rocky outcrops and in their natural
continental habitat can be seen on the lower slopes of
the Alps and in the Pyrenees. They were always rare in
Britain but received a boost after the end of the Second
World War when an abundance of bombed-out and
derelict buildings provided new nesting sites to which
the birds readily adapted. A small but significant
breeding population established itself in London and,
after these sites were cleared, moved to other urban
places such as factories and industrial sites. Black
Redstarts developed a particular liking for power
stations, especially nuclear ones, and indeed the only
Somerset breeding record comes from Hinkley Point in
1996.
Fewer than 100 pairs breed in Britain but in the autumn
and winter, in addition to our birds which wander, we
receive immigrants from the continent. Numbers vary
but Black Redstarts are never common and, typically,
there will only be around five to ten birds in Somerset
around this time in a typical year. Because they do like
buildings and industrial sites they can turn up almost
anywhere, even central Taunton, so it is well worth
keeping an eye out.

Black Redstart is just one of the birds featured in the
Somerset Atlas of breeding and wintering birds
2007-2012 which has just been published. This book
is the culmination of five years’ concentrated
recording effort by a large number of expert and
casual observers aimed at taking a 'snapshot' of the
status of every wintering and breeding bird species
in Somerset. It will provide a reference and valuable
baseline to gauge future population changes. The
book is enhanced by splendid artwork and the
atmospheric cover design by well-known bird artist
Mike Langman.
If this paints a picture of a dry scientific tome then
nothing could be further from the truth. Science there
certainly is, but the book is an excellent read and
provides a useful reference for researchers and
casual garden birdwatchers alike. As an example we
now know that Siskins, once a rare breeding bird in
Somerset, now regularly visit garden feeders
throughout the county, and bring their fledged young
there after breeding. Long-tailed Tits, which at one
time rarely if ever visited gardens, now regularly
appear at feeders where they are particularly fond of
suet balls.

Siskin at bird feeder

Copies of the Atlas are available from booksellers, or
direct from the Somerset Ornithological Society at
Motcombe House, Coombe Wood Lane, Coombe St
Nicholas, Chard, TA20 3NH at a cost of £39.99 inc
p&p.
Brian Hill
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes
people whatever their level of interest in birds.
Our next indoor meeting is at Ruishton Village
Hall on Thursday January 15th. Entry is free, as
are refreshments, and all are welcome Please
contact me on 01823 443503 for further details.

West Monkton Church of England Primary School
West Monkton Primary School is looking for someone to be co-opted on to the Board of Governors. This person
could be a parent, grandparent or anyone who has an interest in the provision of good education for children.
The Board of Governors is responsible for both the conduct of the school and for promoting high standards.
Governors do not necessarily need to be experts in the field of education. However they do need to have an interest
in the school, in the welfare of the children and, also, they need to have the time and willingness to get involved. If
you would like to find out more about how you can contribute to the governance of our school, please email me with
your contact details on abebbington1@educ.somerset.gov.uk or call me on 01823 412582 between 8.30 and 2.30
each school day and I will arrange for you to talk to someone about what might be involved.
Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015
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News from the Parish Council
Communications
The Parish Council is looking to set up another
communication channel in the form of an egroup.
There is a separate article on what the egroup will be
about and how it will work (See Page 3). The egroup
will not be shared with any person(s), organisation or
list, it will be used solely for communications from the
Parish Council to the egroup. The news from the
Parish Council will continue to appear in every issue of
the Village News and will continue to be updated
regularly on the Parish website. You can of course
continue to contact your Parish Councillors in the
usual way, and attend public question time at Parish
Council meetings as advertised on the notice boards
around the Parish.
Street Names
The Parish Council has received a request from TDBC
for suggestions for street names on the Monkton
Heathfield development. A list of field, farm and family
names was provided to TDBC in 2011 and that list is
nearly all used. If you want to make a suggestion,
please contact the Clerk (01823 413524) or any
Councillor. The names of living family members will
not be accepted by TDBC. (See information Page 15)
Pedestrian Crossing
County Councillor David Fothergill has advised that
work on the pedestrian crossing in the vicinity of
Meadway/Elms Estate is scheduled for March 2015.
Annual Parish Meeting, 25th March 2015
The Annual Parish Meeting will be on 25th March
2015 at the Village Hall at 7:00pm. This time the
format will be slightly different. There will be a panel of
speakers who will each give a brief presentation on
what they do, and how they can help you, and then
you will have the opportunity to ask questions. The
speakers will be Keeley Rudd from Community
Council for Somerset, Audrey Mansfield Village Agent,
Liz Fothergill Taunton and District Citizens Advice
Bureau and Jo Humble TDBC Housing. The PCSO,
Claire Escott will attend if her shifts and duty calls
allow. The Parish Council hopes that as many
residents as possible will be able to attend, including
residents in the new developments in the Parish. Soft
drinks, wine and nibbles will be served. Remember,
this is not a Parish Council meeting, it is a meeting
organised annually for the residents of the Parish.
Neighbourhood Plan
The Parish Council has been considering the
feasibility of a Neighbourhood Plan for a number of
months now. A Neighbourhood Plan sets out the
Parish’s vision for the future, it has to sit within the
terms and conditions already determined by TDBC
Core Strategy, which is the forward plan to 2028. The
vision has to be produced according to prescribed
criteria, and a referendum is held to ensure the Parish
is in support. The process costs money (in some
cases up to circa £60,000), but grants and support are
available. Once the Neighbourhood Plan has been
adopted, it becomes statutory i.e. it becomes the law,
so it would affect planning decisions made by TDBC.
At the Parish Council meeting in November it was
recognised that the production of a Neighbourhood

Plan would require a considerable amount of work
and commitment. Other Parishes have been looked at
as exemplars. There are a number of Neighbourhood
Plans being developed in Taunton Deane, Wellington,
Trull and Bishops Lydeard.
Why would the Parish Council want to start this
process? - which would require local assistance from
willing volunteers. Essentially the answer is simple.
For each dwelling built (except social and affordable
houses) a Community Infrastructure Levy is charged
(CIL), which is divided between TDBC and the Parish
Council. The Parish Council is not restricted in the
way the money is spent although it is likely that it
would be invested into the infrastructure and other
features of the development from which the CIL came.
With a Neighbourhood Plan in place the Parish
Council would receive 25% of the CIL, without a
Neighbourhood Plan the Parish Council would receive
15% of the CIL, capped at £100.00 per dwelling.
There have been conversations with the planners at
TDBC, and it has been observed that probably the
best value for the Parish would be to co-operate with
TDBC on various projects, pooling the WMPC CIL
monies with TDBC.
In the case of West Monkton Parish, timing is going to
be a consideration because of the following facts: the
first 1000 houses built under the Local Plan do not
qualify, and not all the 3500 houses proposed under
the Core Strategy lie in West Monkton Parish; the
Hartnells application (which is the first of the
developments under the Core Strategy) has been
granted permission already; on average it seems to
take about 2 years to get through the NP process
before adoption and it is uncertain how many more
sites in the Parish under the Core Strategy will come
forward and get permission within the next 2 years i.e.
how many houses would be left by the time the NP
was adopted. It was concluded that the
considerations to be assessed were: how many
dwellings would remain to be built on which the higher
rate of CIL could be collected; the cost of the process
would have to be weighed against the higher rate of
CIL that the Parish Council could qualify for. Taking
average floor space in a dwelling and allowing for
25% social and affordable housing (on which CIL is
not charged), it was suggested that the possible sum
achievable under NP and during the life of the Core
Strategy could be up to £700,000. If the Parish is to
develop a Neighbourhood Plan, volunteers are
needed. If you are interested, please contact the
Clerk or any Parish Councillor.
It is important to understand that the Neighbourhood
Plan could not overturn the Core Strategy, nor could it
overturn any of the planning decisions taken so far in
the MH development.

Could you be a Parish Councillor?
A Casual Vacancy has arisen on the Parish
Council. Interested residents are invited to come
forward to be considered for co-option. The Parish
Council meets monthly in the Village Hall. For
further information about being a Parish
Councillor, please contact any Parish Councillor or
the Parish Clerk on 01823 413524.

Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015
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Geoff Boucher

It was with great sadness we learned, in late
summer, that Geoff Boucher, our much-loved
Rector, would be leaving us. Sadness yes, but this
sadness is tempered with a range of other
emotions, gratitude to God for Geoff's presence
with us, and hope and confidence for the future.
In truth his announcement was not entirely a
surprise. Many months ago, the Churchwardens,
emboldened at the end of our regular tri-partite
discussions, asked Geoff how long he expected to
be with us and what his future plans were. He told
us that, although both he and Catherine were very
happy at West Monkton, at some time they would
move on. That time has now arrived.
It is a measure of Geoff's thoughtfulness that,
although it would have been much more convenient
for him and Catherine to leave together when she
took up her new post in September, he felt it right to
remain until beyond Christmas to ensure an orderly
departure and handover.
He will certainly be missed. They both will. By any
standards Geoff has been a fine parish priest. He is
what modern PR departments are pleased to call a
'natural people person' and will find time for anyone
who calls upon him, no matter how busy he is. We
tend to forget that clergy do have days off, but this
has never mattered much to Geoff when someone
calls. His welcome and his patience do not vary.
Services at St.Augustines are always happy affairs,
conducted with just the right mix of reverence and
humour. His sermons are stimulating and thoughtprovoking and, as one nameless parishioner once
commented 'just the right length, nice and short'
(not entirely true!). Our insurers will, however, be
relieved that the rockets fired during one homily
were not genuine pyrotechnics.
So commanding is his presence that disasters are
mercifully few. Indeed I struggle to think of any
amusing anecdote covering misfortune that usually
accompanies a valediction such as this. Much more
likely is an oversight by one or both of the

Churchwardens, but when this is noticed Geoff will
quietly rectify the problem without further reference.
Baptisms are an acknowledged minefield for the
clergy, but Geoff has always handled these with ease,
and I can recall very few bawling infants in his hands.
He has a natural rapport with children, finds it easy to
engage with them and, of paramount importance, an
ability to impart the word of God to them in a way they
can understand.
Joy is a theme that runs through his services,
Weddings naturally, baptisms certainly, and even
funerals, which although inevitably sad, incorporate
thanks to God for the life of the deceased and happy
times recalled.
It is worth repeating. Geoff is a much-loved parish
priest, but if the above gives an impression of a wishywashy Rev Timothy Farthing (Dad's Army) character
nothing could be further from reality. He does have
steel and can be firm, persuasive and unshaken when
convinced he is in the right. We have not seen him
angry, but don't discount the possibility should he be
faced with injustice or malpractice.
West Monkton was always going to be the right parish
for Geoff. It was a natural fit, but he could hardly have
expected the profound changes he had to deal with in
recent years. Geoff tapped into the great goodwill
shown by the people of Kingston, Cheddon,
Broomfield and West Monkton and was instrumental
in guiding all of us towards the strong and resilient
combined benefice now in place. To say that doing so
was demanding is an understatement and the scale of
this task was enormous. Hindsight often reveals flaws,
but it is difficult to argue that things have not gone
better than expected. Much of the credit for this is
down to Geoff and the guidance given to the PCCs.
These developments have greatly increased his
pastoral workload, particularly with the departure of
Sue and Ann, but if anything Geoff seemed to relish
this. He recently told us his battered Rover now has
128K miles on the clock and practically knows its own
way round the parishes. He presides at three church
services in quick succession most Sundays, but
always appears calm and unhurried at each.
Geoff's future plans are not yet fixed, but will involve a
period of rest and reflection. This is richly deserved.
We at West Monkton look forward with confidence
and hope to welcoming the new incumbent next year.
He or she will face continuing challenges as will the
PCC. Geoff's legacy to all of us will be a strong
church community, ready to face these challenges
and at ease with
itself. For this we
thank God, and we
thank Geoff, and
wish both him and
Catherine all the very
best for the future.

Brian Hill
John Roynon
Churchwardens
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Time to say goodbye to our Rector……
After some 14 years with us here in West Monkton, our
rector Rev. Geoff Boucher takes his final service with
us on Sunday 4th January at St. Augustine’s. As many
of you will know, Geoff is joining his wife Catherine who
has accepted a senior post at Ridley Hall Theological
College, Cambridge.
Geoff was, until recently, Rural Dean and Catherine
was Diocesan Director of Ordinands and Dean of
Women Clergy in our Bath & Wells Diocese, so whilst
we have enjoyed having ‘two priests for the price of
one’ in our parish and latterly in the wider Benefice
which also includes Kingston St. Mary, Cheddon
Fitzpaine and Broomfield, their decision to return to
Cambridge where they first met and studied will be felt
all the more.
Geoff joined us after an earlier career as an accountant
in London, before his calling to the priesthood, then
after his studies and ordination he served as a curate
near Tavistock. It was an indication of how fondly he
was thought of when a coach full of his ‘flock’ travelled
up from Tavistock on a cold dark night, joining car loads
and other friends to help fill the church for Geoff’s
licensing service here at St. Augustine’s. Those Devon
folks clearly knew what they were losing, and now we
too know what we are about to lose! Both Geoff and
Catherine have touched the lives of so many of us in
the parish, the Benefice and the Diocese. It is a great
testament to their characters that their prayerful love,
their service not only to regular church-goers, but also
to the wider community including our local schools,
where Geoff was a Governor, and Gotton Nursing
Home where Geoff was a regular visitor and led
worship.
To those of us among the regular worshipping
congregation, Geoff’s sense of fun and his ‘easy
manner’ will be much missed. He has a great gift to
speak to children (and those of us who have been
around rather longer!) with humour and sensitivity.
‘Father Geoff’ will be missed by those 200 or so West
Monkton school children and their teachers and support
staff who have enjoyed their special annual visits to
church where we have ‘acted out’ things like the Easter
Experience and the story of Jonah and the Whale. If
you don’t think children go to church to enjoy
themselves, then you haven’t attended a Crib Service
on Christmas Eve, where Geoff bravely led the music
and mayhem!
On a personal level, I am sorry to see a good friend
leave the village. Geoff and I have enjoyed visits to
watch our ‘adopted county’ Somerset in action at the
County Ground, and on one memorable occasion
sitting in the pouring rain all day waiting to watch
England play India at The Rose-bowl, Southampton,
when our prayers were eventually answered and not
only did we see over 400 runs scored under floodlights, but we rejoiced in an England win. It is perhaps
as well I had been in the company of our parish priest,
when I rolled home from a cricket match after mid-night
and had to explain things to my wife Anne!
I have worked alongside Geoff in my role as a Reader,
and I have valued his and Catherine’s support in my

return to theological studies in recent years. I am
delighted we have secured Lottery Funding for our
Heritage Project which includes church building
repairs before Geoff and Catherine leave us,
because they know we can now look forward with
confidence to the future.
I hope as many of you as are able join us for
Geoff’s final service on 4th January. He will leave
with our thanks and prayers and with the
knowledge he has shared in our laughter and our
tears, for which we are all so grateful.
Kevin Davenport.

Thanks from Gotton Manor
On behalf of the residents of Gotton Manor
Nursing and the Coach House Care Home, we
wish to record our thanks and appreciation for the
ministry and pastoral care Geoff has so faithfully
given there in the past fourteen years. On the third
Wednesday of each month Geoff has visited
individually those wishing to take communion in
their rooms in the nursing home followed by a
communion service in the conservatory at the
Coach House. Those unable to come to this
service Geoff would see in their rooms. It has
always been an uplifting service and Geoff has
spent time talking to the residents before and
afterwards. Geoff has also led celebrations to
mark Easter, Harvest and Christmas in Gotton
Manor with residents from both sections of the
home and their families and friends with singing
led by Doreen Challoner and members of West
Monkton choir. We send our gratitude to them.
Three ladies from West Monkton have, over the
years, joined in the monthly service. Malveen
Ditchfield was a faithful participant, having joined
the previous Rector in his monthly services at
Gotton and she is sadly missed. Rosemary PughThomas and Katharin Dalton continue to attend
and would be pleased to welcome anyone else
who would like to join them.
We are delighted that the Reverend Maureen
Doble has offered to officiate at Gotton Manor until
a new Rector is appointed and we send our thanks
to Geoff and very best wishes to him and
Catherine in their new life in Cambridge.

Christmas
Country Market
- Now just listen
to me!
Geoff and John
discuss toys,
Christmas and
interesting
sweaters.
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West Monkton Village Hall,
Monkton Heathfield,
Taunton TA2 8NE
Tel: 07960654709
westmonktonpre-school@hotmail.co.uk
We have been talking about Autumn and the
seasons, this led the children to talking about creepy
crawlies such as
spiders, woodlice
and snails! In the
garden we all
helped to make our
own Bug Hotel
using big and small
stones, sticks and
twigs and plastic
tubing. Some of the
children like to
handle the bugs,
others like to
examine them
through a
magnifying glass to
Using a magnifying glass
get a closer look!
Our key workers plan
activities around the
children’s interests, this
year a lot of our children
are fascinated with
dinosaurs. Our collection
of dinosaurs come in all
sorts of shapes, sizes
and colours, the children
like to bring in their own
from home to do ‘show
and tell’ at circle time.
Outside we have built a

Dinosaur Park by recycling some old tyres and using
large stones, we encourage role-play in the garden as
well as inside preschool.
The children celebrated
Halloween in half term,
they enjoyed telling all
their friends about the
Trick or Treating they
did and what they
dressed up as. One of
our activities at preschool for Halloween
was making spider
sandwiches to have for
café at snack time. We
always encourage the
children to try new
Spider sandwiches
experiences, when
learning is fun they like
to take part. Our sandwiches had chocolate spread
inside and raisins for eyes, their legs were made from
twiglets and carrots.
We are just
getting underway
with making
Christmas
decorations, a
fantastic time of
year for lots and
lots of glitter! We
have started
practicing
Christmas songs
and our nativity
play which, by the
time you read this,
parents, friends
and grandparents
will have seen.

The Dinosaur Park

West Monkton Church
100 Club Prizewinners
The November 2014 draw was held on Monday 3rd
November.
FIRST PRIZE. £101.00 Won by Dot and Alan Christian
SECOND PRIZE. £51.00 Won by Patricia Lugg
The sum of £353.00 will go towards the repair of the
church roof. The number of £5.00 shares entered in the
draw was 101.
The December 2014 draw was held on Saturday 6
December at the Christmas Fair.
FIRST PRIZE. £101.00 Won by Bobbie Fleming
SECOND PRIZE. £51.00 Won by Godfrey Carey
The sum of £353.00 will go towards the repair of the
church roof.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw was
101.
CONGRATULATIONS to the winners! Your turn next
month?
If you would like to join or hear more about the 100
Club, please contact: Francis Cornish (01823 413228)

Christmas Country Market - waiting for the Raffle winning
numbers. Will it be me?
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West Monkton Women’s
Institute
Now that winter is here, and it is
cold, grey and damp, why not come
along to the West Monkton evening
WI, we are a small group, but full of fun and we have
a great time. If you like the sound of what you have
read about our speakers so far this year, why not
come along for a taster? We are always looking for
new members, guests are very welcome, we meet in
the Annexe of West Monkton Village Hall at 7:45pm
the FOURTH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH
(unless we are having an outing and we do not meet
in August); just ring our President, Ann May on
01823 334168 for details. The annual cost as from
January 2015 is £36.00 (plus tea/coffee) – what a
BARGAIN and a great way to meet new friends.
We did not have a speaker for our October meeting,
we held our own Craft evening, and what fun we had
making cards and Christmas decorations.
For our November meeting our speaker was John
Upsher who works for a local firm of Architects. He
gave us the history of the firm going back some
hundred years, which was originally started by a duo
called Mr Francis and Mr Tipping. John showed us
some wonderful slides of the houses they had
designed during the Edwardian period, some now
open to the public, and not only did they design the
houses but the gardens as well. His talk concluded
with a Quiz for us all; we had architect designs of
various buildings within Taunton, and we had to
match them up with the finished product – some
were easy, some not so easy, but it was great fun.
Programme from January:
January 22nd: Seasonal celebrations
February 26th: Speaker: Lester Hillman.
Subject: London Guide
March 26th: Speaker: John Crew.
Subject: Air Ambulance
April 23rd: Speaker: Eden Flowers.
Subject: Supermarket Savvy
May 28th: AGM & Resolutions with American Supper
June 25th: Speaker: Lloyd Fouracre.
Subject: Stand Against Violence
So, some more good speakers; we look forward to
seeing some new faces. Hope you will all have a
very healthy New year.
Shirley Hector - West Monkton Women’s Institute

The Phoenix Group of photographers

The club meets in
West Monkton
Village Hall Monday
evenings at 7.30.
Set up to be a user
friendly club for people of all ages and abilities who
are interested in the pursuit of photography as a
hobby. Or who just want to take better pictures.
Guest speakers are a regular feature in the program,
where photographers, amateur and professional,
discuss their work and favourite subjects, illustrated
with prints or projected images. Usually with the story
of how they became
interested in taking photos.
Some evenings are are
given over to critiques of
members’ pictures. The
shots are analysed by an
experienced photographer,
who offers suggestions as to
how the image might
possibly have been
improved, for instance a
slightly different viewpoint,
cropping, lightening or
darkening certain areas of
the picture or removing
items that distract from the main centre of interest.
Other evenings will be practical.
Members can be
helped on any
aspect of
photography they
may be having
problems with. For
example camera
settings for differing
subjects or lighting
conditions. Still life
events are set up where again practical advice is
offered if required.
If you are Interested check out the website
www.pgop.org.uk
You are very welcome to come and meet us.
Peter Mossman (Publicity for Phoenix)

Christmas Country Market
THANK YOU! This year’s Market, on Saturday 6th
December, was a great success, raising £2313.33 for St
Augustine’s Church – the best ever. My thanks to all who
helped, contributing and collecting items for sale, cooking,
organising and running the various stalls, which is a huge
undertaking. Thanks also to all of you who came along and
dug deep into your purses and pockets to help us reach
such a fine sum of money. Your help was greatly
appreciated.
Tiggie Reeves
Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015
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Greenway,
Monkton Heathfield
Part 22 of the History of a Road
The 1990s and the end of this story
Greenway crossroads had become more and more
hazardous through the years and, although the
County Council had tried various modifications to
alleviate some of the danger, it was always intended
that traffic from Greenway would be diverted to a new
road junction. This took place on 20th August 1996
following the construction of Mead Way. A traffic count
taken by Mr and Mrs Jay just prior to the diversion
showed that outside Whitethorns (Number 15) at the
lower end of Greenway there were 100 traffic
movements an hour and on one Saturday lunchtime
this figure rose to 121.
The diversion of traffic has seen Greenway closed to
vehicular traffic at the junction with the main road.
Pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists are still able to
get onto the main road from Greenway and the
barriers that have been placed there are so designed
that Emergency Service vehicles could drive over
them should there be a requirement so to do.
The new road also brought more street lights and a
further small length of footpath just above the new
junction. The changes have caused Greenway to lose
some of its charm, as the new estate on Mead Way
has a drab uniformity which does not blend with the
many variations of Greenway. The large houses and
their close proximity to each other on the new
development have further intruded into Greenway by
two recent demolitions in 1999, when the Mead’s
Greenway Farm and George Brunt’s Neroche were
demolished and have since been replaced by large
houses that as yet, do not seem to blend in with the
character of Greenway. In the case of Greenway
Farm, local residents thought they had managed to
save this traditional cottage from the bulldozer when a
petition for its retention appeared to find favour with
the Planning Authority, but a few weeks later this

Monkton Heathfield Men’s Institute

The Christmas meeting of the Monkton Heathfield
Men's Institute (MHMI) was held at Greenway House
on December 5th. The seasonal theme for this
gathering was Spanish, and each of the members was
invited to bring along a home-made authentic tapas
dish. After much diligent research the standard of

decision had been reversed and another bit of local
history was gone forever. The Planning Authority’s
design for instant hedges constructed of a pile of turf
with large amounts of weeds growing on them has
also caused the Mead Way approach to Greenway
to look a little unkempt. The result of the
construction of Mead Way has been to change the
lower end of Greenway into a haven of peace with
very little traffic, whilst the top end continues to be a
very busy and, at times, dangerous road.
There have already been two collisions on the new
junction and in the upper part of Greenway traffic
signs have been erected warning of the possible use
of cameras to check the speed of cars using this
road. This is an indication of the potential danger but
it seems to have little effect on the speed of traffic
using Greenway. As we come to the end of 1999
further development has just started in the lane
opposite Sidbrook Farm where the garden of
Greenway Bungalow has been used to allow
another bungalow to add to an ever changing
Greenway.
This is just the latest addition to a much changed
Greenway and I suppose that someone will always
seek to build in Greenway if a site can be found, but
it is to be hoped that this will remain individual
development that will add to the charm of what has
become a very pleasant place to live.
Written, in 2000, by Eric Saffin
Editor’s Note: Well, finally, after twenty-two editions,
we come to the end of ‘The History of a Road’; the
story of Greenway which was recounted by Eric Saffin
in a book he self-published in 2000 as part of the
centenary celebrations. It has told the story of change
from 1736 to the year 2000. Eric gave me a
photocopy of the original which he was happy to have
in the News and after he died his family agreed that
we could carry on publishing.
I have greatly enjoyed reading the history as I have
typed it up and after this last section I do wonder what
Eric would make of all the building going up all around
our villages!

entries was very high. Aside from the perhaps
inevitable patatas bravas, there were some delicious
dips, a caramelised chorizo and apple dish, and
some wonderfully spiced fish and vegetable
offerings.
Shaun Rolls was unanimously voted best tapas chef
for his spicey prawn dip.
To continue the Spanish theme, a chicken and
chorizo stew and a fennel fish ragout were served
for lunch, courtesy of Mike Batchelor. And to
accompany the food a selection of regional Spanish
wines and liqueurs were sampled. All in all, a
warming lunch meeting on a bright but chilly
afternoon. MHMI is keen to encourage new
members; anybody interested should contact Mike
Batchelor at mikerbatchelor@aol.com.
In the photograph are, from left to right, Shaun Rolls,
Pete Westlake, Tony Moore, Ken Whatley and Mike
Batchelor.
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Street Names

VILLAGE HALL NEWS
The Salsa and Dance Evening raised £166 and
was enjoyed by everyone who came. At the end of
the evening Phil Mansell, who kindly organised the
evening for us, was asked by several dancers who
came if he could arrange a similar evening in the
New Year. Phil Mansell runs the West Monkton
Salsa Club on Monday evenings and is also a
member of the Village Hall Management
Committee.
Village Hall Events for 2015
· Weekly Thursday Coffee Mornings will
continue. Everyone welcome.
· 3rd March and 16th October 2015 –
Suppers with Speakers
· 27th May 2015 – Lunch
· 7th December 2015 – Concert
I am wondering if there are any members of the
parish who would like to help us with the running of
the Hall. It is a superb facility providing a wide
range of activities to many people. It is run mainly
by dedicated volunteers who are getting older and
who’s numbers are dwindling. To ensure that this
excellent facility remains available in the future
we feel that now is the time to ask for more
volunteers to come forward to join us. There are
many ways in which you could help. The
commitment is not onerous. We hold six
Management Committee Meetings a year, each
meeting lasting no longer than two hours and quite
often less. Alternatively you may wish to just help
us occasionally when we have working parties to
spring clean, tidy the garden, take an inventory of
the Hall’s contents, etc. If you would like more
information please contact Joyce Keyte 01823
412294 Email: joyce.keyte@virgin.net or Neil Hake
01823 413900 Email:- neil.hake@btinternet.com
Good wishes for the New Year from all the
members of the Village Hall
LOST/FOUND A set of 4 keys found in the Village
Hall in the summer. So far no-one has claimed
them. If you think they may be yours please
phone Joyce Keyte 01823 412294.

In the Parish Council News, on Page 9, people are
asked to submit their ideas for street names for the
new estates that are steadily marching across what
was once farmland in Monkton Heathfield and
Bathpool areas. On seeing names such as Pavillion
Gardens on advertising hoardings I wondered exactly
what the process for choosing street names is and
was pleased to get this reply from Tricia Cavill, Clerk
to the Parish Council.
‘Taunton Deane Borough Council (TDBC) requests
and determines street names. West Monkton Parish
Council (WMPC) was invited to contribute and
submitted a long list of local field names, farm names
and deceased people's names in 2011, but,
according to TDBC, they are nearly all used up now.
The Parish Council wanted to try to preserve the old
field names. I have had a request for more names
quite recently, so sent in some more old field names
and then started on the names on the plaques in the
church. I have not used all the plaques yet. The TD
criterion is that they will not use the name of
someone living.
You will, on driving around the new development, I
am sure, recognise, Saffin Way, Hardy's Road,
Leaches (Patch?), Roys Place; and Kathleen Walker
has been similarly commemorated. Names for other
roads may have been determined by TDBC and then
put back in the hands of the developers for street

name signs to be produced and installed. In Aginhills
(wrong spelling) there will be Aginshill Lane, I think
already Sellicks Way is in place, and the farm is
commemorated in that there will be a road called
Birds Crest something (Drive? Rise? Way? - that part
is determined by TDBC).
All Councillors have contributed. The very old
ordnance survey maps have been studied. Residents
have been asked through the Village News, and have
contributed.
The developer
names such as
Pavilion
Gardens are just
marketing tools
used by the
developers and will not necessarily be used after the
developers have moved on. You may remember that
Acacia Gardens was called 'The Moorings' during its
construction, and Farrier's Green was something else
- which is still on the entrance posts to the estate.
If any resident wishes to put forward suggestions for
street names to the Clerk, that would be great. If they
are suggesting old field names they might wish to say
where the field is - or was - so that the name can be
kept in approximately the same location. The final
decision on all street names is made by TDBC.’
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Cloudbusting Kate
Bush Tribute

There can only be one Kate Bush but those who
missed out on her rare live shows will love
Cloudbusting, the UK's longest running and most
applauded tribute who are coming to Tacchi-Morris
Arts Centre on Friday 6th February.
The band are made up of five musicians - Mandy
Watson (vocals), Jon Norris (Guitars), Dave Roberts
(Bass), Michael Mayell (Keyboards), and Kevin Cook
(Drums) all of whom are long-time fans of Kate Bush.
Together they recreate her unique and incomparable
visual style, atmosphere and musical excellence live
on stage, with authentic emulations of Kate’s
distinctive sound palette including the electric grand
piano from the Tour Of Life, the chugging cellos from
Hounds of Love, and the sublime fretless bass from
Babooshka. There will be projections of Kateinspired imagery by international video artists and
the photographer Nick Gregory - all offering a
dynamic backdrop to the show. Long-time fans will
recognise their favourite album tracks, while the
uninitiated will fall under the spell of familiar songs
they never knew were written by Kate.
At times soft and gentle, at times strident and
demonic, Mandy Watson's vocals as Kate capture
every nuance of the studio recordings with uncanny
precision, negotiating Kate's wide vocal range with
ease. Her vocal similarity to Kate has won approval

from Kate's fans and the official Kate Bush news site
(www.katebushnews.com), who invited the band to
headline at their annual summer party in London.
Kate Bush’s long-anticipated live shows were all
recent sell-out successes meaning there has never
been a better time to re-discover and celebrate her
incredible music. So come along and experience
Cloudbusting who will have you “running up that hill”
with joy!

Cloudbusting takes place on Friday 6th February
at 7.30pm.
Tickets: £15/£13 Concessions.
At Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre, School Road,
Taunton. TA2 8PD. Box Office: 01823 414141.
info@tacchi-morris.com. www.tacchi-morris.com.
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Mobile Gents Barber
Previously at Vaughans in the
Old Cattle Market and Sims in
East Reach

Call Garry
Mobile: 07790798330
Tel: 01823 461773
For advice on DIGITAL TV
Contact: JOHN

MORLEY
Tel: 01823 413980

Television tuning and set up
Freeview Recorders supplied & installed
TV, Video & DVD Repairs
VHS VIDEO transferred to DVD
Mobile: 07884393285 Email: aodtv1@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
Patios
Driveways
Artificial Lawns
Decking
Walls & Fencing
Garden Maintenance
· Lawns - Seeding and Turfing

Contact: Nigel Roper

M.R HOLMAN

CLS ACCOUNTANCY
SERVICES
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Book keeping
VAT Returns
Payroll
Sales invoicing
Management Accounts
Year End Accounts
Cashflow Forecasts
Company Secretarial

All at competitive rates,
16 years experience,
References available.
Call Clare on 07919
655378 or email
clare.cls@btinternet.com
to arrange a free initial
meeting to discuss your
accounting
requirements.

GREENWAY, MONKTON HEATHFIELD

DOORS, WINDOWS, STAIRCASES, FLOORING & FITTED WARDROBES
*

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & RENOVATIONS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
*

EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS
*

KITCHEN DESIGN & INSTALLATION
*

SPECIALISTS IN CUSTOM BUILT UPVC CONSERVATORIES

FOR QUALITY, VALUE & SERVICE PLEASE CALL

01823 413506
mrh4@live.co.uk
Try

07885114221
www.mrholman.co.uk

County Cleaning

of Taunton

Tel: 01823 412436

Monday to Saturday 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Sunday 6:30 am - 2:00 pm & 4:00 - 9:00 pm

Newspaper
Deliveries
ATM Cash
Machine
Wool &
Haberdashery
Groceries & Sweets
ü Off Licence &
Tobacco

CARPENTRY & BUILDING

*

MONKTON HEATHFIELD STORES
15 School Road

Tel: 01823 252023

www.englishgardenco.co.uk

Fresh Bread &
Vegetables
Hot Pasties
Home Delivery
Monogram
Machine
Photocopying
Greetings Cards
ü Video Club

Windows, Carpets, Upholstery
House and Sun Lounge UPVC Cleaning
Gutters and Drains Cleared

Freephone Taunton
0800 999 3345

The Village News is Printed by the Print Department at Somerset College, Taunton
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Time Change
Who's the genius who came up with this time change
thing?
You fall back an hour in the winter
then jump ahead in the Spring!
Why don't they just leave it?
where the heck it now is?
The earth doesn't know the difference
if we didn't change the time or we did!
The sun comes up
the sun goes down.
The earth rotates
around and around!
Now what's so hard with that I say?
Just leave the time alone
just let it make a twenty four hour day!
I make my living
out of repairing broken clocks!
And I'm getting too old to continue
this has really got to stop!
I've one thousand and five hundred clocks to make
changes to
And spend most my time, changing the time from one
to two!
By the time I get, to clock number, ninety nine
I have to start back to one, and reset the clocks time!
Linda Winchell
(http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/time-change-dontforget-to-fall-back-an-hour/)
I came across the above recently and it made me
think somewhat of how I feel with the clocks going
back! It is starting to be recognised that while
historically there are practical farming reasons to
change the clocks that it may be having other less

helpful impacts, ranging from more animals being hit
by cars at dusk, through to impacting children’s wellbeing with less activity outside after school.
Certainly working for a mental health charity (Mind in
Taunton & West Somerset), I know our helpline is at
its busiest at this time of year. It is ironic that this
poem is called ‘Time Change’ as one of our current
programmes of work is called ‘Time to Change’
challenging stigma and discrimination around mental
health, and runs locally under a project title of ‘Brolly
Talk’ (http://mindtws.org.uk/our-services/brolly-talk/),
using yellow umbrellas to highlight the need of us all
to talk at times.
The other reason for me writing in this edition of the
village news is also clock related. For a number of
years now I have had a replica Paddington Station
clock up on the side of my house showing anyone
passing between School Road and Elms Estate the
time. The irony of this though that when I came to
change it on Sunday morning I found it was gone. I
was saddened that someone had taken this as
many people have
commented on how
useful they found it
from dog walkers to
parents and children
rushing to get to
school on time. I am a
firm believer in
improving our local
environment, so I
hope before long to
have found a
replacement.
In summary though I wanted to encourage everyone
to take a little bit of time and reflect on both
ourselves and our local environment and what we
might be able to do that would change it for the
better.
Andrew H R Pritchard, resident of School Road.

KITCHENS • BEDROOMS • BATHROOMS
• Est: 1961 •

Find out how beautiful your new kitchen,
bedroom or bathroom could be ...
Call us today for a free consultation
@RobertCharlesK
/RobertCharlesKitchens

01823 252433
www.robertcharles.co.uk

Christmas Country Market - you too can be rich if
you will just put some money in my magic golden
bucket! Not everyone looks convinced!
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Nigel K. Ford

A. Stewart

Independent Funeral Directors

Plumbing & Heating Services

· Boiler
Installations/Servicing
· Powerflushing
· Cloakrooms
· General Heating &
Plumbing Maintenance

· Central Heating
· Bath/Shower
rooms
· Kitchens
· Cooker & Fire
Installations

Free estimates: call Ashley on 07590729084
or 01823 412632

Dedicated to upholding a traditional 24 hour
service with kindness, respect and dignity to
families in Taunton and all the surrounding
villages.
Tastefully Appointed Chapel of Rest
Taunton 01823 338369

North End, Creech St Michael, Taunton
45 Station Road, Taunton

Janes’s

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience
Caring person who is willing to do all
household tasks. Will also help with shopping,
collecting prescriptions, accompanying to
appointments etc.
References can be supplied.
Reasonable
charges.

Phone Angie on
07807892128

Friendly, Reliable,
Affordable, Fully Qualified
Day, Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available
Telephone
Your Local
01823 410010
Mobile
to book an
Hairdresser
appointment

For all your MOBILITY needs
and Friendly Advice
Mobility Aids
at Discount Price
Why Pay More?
3 Crown Walk
High Street, Taunton TA1 3PU
Tel: 01823 333133

Notice: - Owner: Mike Talley
OFFERS FREE DELIVERY
On all products to Village News Readers

For all the areas covered by the Village News

ADVERTISING The Advertising rates cover 6 issues of the Village News. The current rates, up to 30th April 2015, are £70
for a larger advert and £45 for a smaller advert. One off adverts. £45. Please contact the advertising editor, see Page 2.

Copy deadline for March - April 2015 is 1st February 2015

Page 20

Gardening Corner
So we are all bloated and pasty after Christmas and
desperate to get outside and get moving around. It may
seem like a strange time of year for a walk around the
garden but if you are careful with your choices there is
still so much to see.
At Hestercombe even though the formal gardens are full
of summer planting it is a great time to come and look at
the structure of the garden. By this I don't just mean the
walls and rills (although its a good opportunity to see how
these are made) but also the structure made by plants.
The plants that hang on in there to give some kind of
shape. In many
gardens its the yew
hedges providing
shape and height but
also protection to other
plants. Evergreen
shrubs that are
providing just a little
interest at this quite
Hellebore
dull time of year.
Choisya, Spotted
Laurel, Skimmia all become champions in the winter and
its lovely to bring in a bit of their foliage - especially mixed
with what little flowering you may have such as
wintersweet or winter flowering honeysuckle. It might give
you some ideas for your own garden to visit places well
known for their winter gardens. Rosemoor near
Torrington has an excellent winter garden which is well
worth the visit and if you get the chance to head East
then Anglesey Abbey and Cambridge Botanic gardens
are really inspirational. And look out for early bulbs and
think about planting them for next year. I love all the

Diabetes: Seasonal Information
Enjoying yourself at Christmas
You can still join the festive fun if you have diabetes.
There are no ‘forbidden’ foods, but remember that
traditional Christmas foods do tend to be higher in fat and
calories than everyday foods. As they are foods that you
eat only occasionally over Christmas, they can be
included as part of your usual meals without having to be
adapted, but do go easy on the mince pies and those
moreish selection boxes.
Here are a few facts and tips to help you stay in control of
your diabetes over the festive period.
‘Diabetic’ foods
Don’t be tempted to buy diabetic foods such as diabetic
Christmas cake or diabetic chocolates. They offer no
special benefit to people with diabetes. They will still
affect your blood glucose levels, contain just as much fat
and calories as the ordinary versions, can have a laxative
effect and are expensive. Have small amounts of
ordinary festive foods instead.
Adapting recipes
If you want to you could try adapting some of your
traditional recipes to be healthier options. Adjusting
recipes to be higher in fibre and lower in fat, sugar and
salt does involve a bit of trial and error. However, the
following tips will be helpful:
· Try to reduce the amount of fat you use be swapping
high fat ingredients for lower fat alternatives.

Scillas and Chinodoxas and it's incredible how much
these tiny little flowers can lift the spirits on a grey cold
morning.
Another job that you need to be getting on with at this
time of year is your apple pruning- luckily for you I am
running a morning’s apple pruning class in the orchard
at Hestercombe on the 22nd January. Have a look at
the website for details. We start inside going through
the basics and the theory (and drinking tea and eating
biscuits) before
heading out and
putting the
theory into
practise on
Hestercombe’s
apple trees!
So if you feel
like you need
fresh air and to
Apple Pruning Class
lose a few
pounds after
Christmas, get out into the 'green gym'. Either a brisk
walk around some inspirational gardens or mulching
your borders will soon have you feeling normal.
For those of you who still prefer a sit down book now
for our Bampfylde lecture on the 27th February with
Marion Mako. Marion is a very experienced freelance
garden and landscape historian and I imagine we will
all learn a great deal from her lecture.
See our website for details of apple pruning and rose
pruning courses plus all the lecture info.
Claire Reed
Head Gardener
Hestercombe Gardens

· Grill, bake, poach, steam, microwave or boil foods
rather than frying them or cooking with added fat.
· Use low fat dairy products where possible such as
skimmed milk, reduced fat cheeses and low fat
yogurts.
· Light crème fraiche is very similar to traditional sour
cream. It is heat stable and is therefore ideal for
use in savoury sauces. It is also delicious served
on hot or cold puddings instead of double cream.
· Use fat and oils that are high in monounsaturates
· Reduce the amount of cheese you use by using
stronger cheese for cooking. You’ll find that you
won’t have to use so much to give it a cheesy
flavour.
· Experiment by reducing the added sugar and salt in
your baking.
· Intense sweeteners can be used, if liked, in cooking
and baking – follow the manufacturer’s instructions.
If you would like to talk through any of these points, or
would like some further information you can contact
Diabetes UK Careline – 0345 123 2399, open 9am-7pm
Monday to Friday, email careline@diabetes.org.uk or
visit their website www.diabetes.org.uk. They can
provide support and information to people with diabetes
as well as friends, family and carers. The Careline is
staffed by trained counsellors who can provide a
listening ear and the time to talk things through.

From Lyngford Park Surgery
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Changes
Unisex Hair Salon

Professional Stylists
Specialising in Cut &
Colour
Friendly Relaxed
Atmosphere
Competitive Prices
Free Parking
Tel: 01823 412776
15a School Road,
Monkton Heathfield,

D T SYMONS
PLASTERING SERVICES

A.G. PURCHASE
ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING
AND DRY LINING
UNDERTAKEN
FOR FREE ESTIMATES AND
ADVICE PHONE
DANIEL SYMONS
07710693671
OR
01823 275096

PIANO TUITION
Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Home insurance from NFU Mutual.
Call 01823 444700 for a quote or pop in
New Agriculture House,
Blackbrook Park Avenue, Taunton TA1 2FU

____________________________________
Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society
Limited. For security and training purposes, telephone calls may
be recorded and monitored.
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Friends who lunch
In November some
eighteen ladies visited the
White Horse at Bradfordon-Tone.
Every person enjoyed a
two course meal for a set
charge of £13.
The choices ranged from your usual pub fare of
Ham, egg and chips (all had double yolk eggs),
Fish and chips, which I had on good authority was
the best batter in a long time and twice cooked
chips. I chose the excellent mushroom risotto,
which was delicious.
The puddings ranged from trifle and Creme Brûlée
to the largest portion of sticky toffee pudding the
recipient had seen in a long time, but she gamely
struggled through!
The service was excellent and those that opted for
a starter rather than a pudding said all the choices
were excellent they included home-made soup and
a really tasty chicken liver pate.
Well worth a visit.

Somerset County Council
Have you heard of the Slinky service?
The Slinky bus service provides a vital service to people that
do not own their own vehicle, or who cannot access public
transport easily.
Slinky will even provide transport for people who do have
access to public transport as long as their chosen
destination is not covered by that service.
People who use the Slinky range from parents and toddlers,
to teenagers and the elderly. Group bookings are also
welcomed.
·
Local health appointments
·
Going shopping
·
Commuting
·
Social service events
·
Evening classes
·
Meetings
·
Connecting to Public Transport links.
Passengers will need to register their details to access the
service. The membership to the scheme is free but a zonal
charge is applied to all journeys unless the passenger holds
a Concessionary Bus Pass.
Slinky is part of Transporting Somerset, the Councils
Transport department, and can be booked in advance by
calling Tel: 01823 331266.

NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR SERVICE
19th February 2015
Taunton Academy, Priorswood.

Village Agent
The Community
Foundation for
Somerset are once
again organising
their Surviving
Winter grant scheme. People who receive a Winter
Fuel payment from the government but who feel
that they do not need to use it can donate it to the
Community Foundation. The money is then passed
on as grants to people in Somerset over 60 (or 50
in some circumstances) who are having difficulty
meeting their winter fuel costs and who run the risk
of becoming very cold. If you would like to donate
please contact the Community Foundation direct
01749 344949 info@somersetcf.org.uk.
If you would like to apply for a grant as you are
finding it hard to meet your winter fuel bills please
contact me so that we can discuss making an
application for a grant.
Please remember that the fire service are very
keen to make sure that every home has a working
smoke alarm as these are so effective in preventing
death by fire. They will visit elderly and sick or
disabled people in their homes to install and check
smoke alarms free of charge. I also have a supply
of useful leaflets about fire prevention and services
to help so please do contact me if you would like
me to refer you on to the Fire Service or would like
more information

For further details ring 0845 7711711
or go online at www.blood.co.uk
Dee Dee's Vintage and
Handmade Easter Fair
at
West Monkton
Village Hall
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Entry Fee £1 Adults and
Children Free
- Genuine Vintage/Retro Items along with
beautiful Gifts and Treats
- Lovely Tea room serving home made
cakes and refreshments (All funds to
‘Brainwave’ Charity)
- Vicky and Belle's Cosy Crochet Corner
(Learn the basic art of Crochet for Free)
- Sally Light and her Bicycling Button
Museum
For further details please contact
dmhornbook@googlemail.com

Audrey Mansfield
amansfieldva@somersetrcc.org.uk 07870 577925
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Do you want
a cleaner?
Someone to
help out?
Or do you just
hate housework?
Call Rachel on
01823 413382
Friendly, local, reliable
Weekly or fortnightly
cleans.
We also do
ironing!

COLES
CHIMNEY
SERVICES
Professional
Chimney Sweep
· All Types of Appliance/Chimney
· NACS certificate issued
· Fully Insured and CRB Checked
· HETAS Registered Solid Fuel
Installer & Sweep
· Bird Guards and Cowls Fitted
· Chimney Linings Supplied/Fitted

Telephone:
01278 699019
07730 898919

CRB checked
and insured

HAND AND FOOT
NAIL CUTTING SERVICE

DAVE BAKER
For all your
GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios
Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721
davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

by
QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED
NAIL TECHNICIAN
Home Visits £20
Lynne Newton
Tel: 01823 259808
Mobile:
07850437994
BABTEC MEMBER - CITY
& GUILDS - IIHHT

Bathpool Chiropractic Clinic
152 Bridgwater Road
Bathpool, Taunton, TA2 8BJ
(200 yards along from Taunton Land
Rover/Jaguar on A38)
Come and see one of our BCA &
GCC registered Chiropractors,
specialising in:
·Back Pain
·Muscle and joint pain
·Neck and shoulder pain
·Sports injuries
·Migraines
·Arthritis support
·Headaches
·Hip/knee/ankle/foot problems
Treatments include spinal and
extremity manipulations, mobilisation,
remedial massage, dry needling and
posture and lifestyle advice.
Call 01823 412489
to book your appointment or a free 15
minute consultation.

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel: Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)
Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations

DARREN GRAY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
WORKS TO 17th EDITION
REGULATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL
NEEDS
MOBILE: 07764996937

www.chiropractorbristoltaunton.co.uk
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WILLS
POWER OF ATTORNEY
PROPERTY TRUSTS
Phil Denison

1973

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

Complete Estate Planning Service

·

Sibleys

2013

Local
Professional
Competitive
Free Consultation & Advice
Tel: 01823 410021
Mob: 07725567705

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393
Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

email: denisonphil@hotmail.com
Website: www.btwc.co.uk

Gardening and
Landscaping

For everything in the garden:
Planning, preparation, planting,
pruning
Trees, hedges, beds, borders,
pots, lawns, pavings
A friendly and personal service.
For free advice,
planning or a quotation
call Mike on 01278
663441/07930383390

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
164A Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755

Alex Holley Flooring
For all your flooring requirements
• WEIGHT LOSS
• WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
• TARGETED NUTRITION
• ENERGY, FITNESS & SPORT
• WELLNESS FOR ALL AGES
Call JAN GIBBS for a no obligation
FREE Wellness Evaluation
01823 412111/ 07761805798
janetegibbs@hotmail.co.uk
NOT SURE? TRY THE 3 DAY TRIAL
Independent Herbalife Distributor

Groves Electrical Services
All aspects of electrical work for
Domestic and Commercial Properties:
· Free estimates and call out available
· Electrical Installation
Condition Report 2012
,PAT testing
· Fault finding and repair
· Fuse board
upgrades/changes,
· Additional light/power
points (Internal/external)
· Extensions to full re-wires
Based in Creech St.Michael, Taunton.
Contact Paul on 07796903447 or
01823442295
Email: groves.electrcal@hotmail.co.uk

Your local specialist for:
Carpet, Vinyl, Kardean,
Wood and Safety Flooring
Tel: 07734860724

R A WICKS LTD
Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
Suppliers & Installers of
Woodburning & Multi-fuel Stoves
Clapper Hay
Church Street, Merriott TA16 5PR

IAN THOMAS AIP, RP
Plumbing & Heating Services
4 Vicarage Lawns
Creech St Michael
TA3 5EZ
Telephone: 01823 444332
Mobile: 07885829858.

Tel: 0146074612
www.ianthomasplumbing.co.uk

Email: rawicks@lineone.net

www.wicksheating.co.uk

Napit Part P Registered - Full Scope
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N & V HANLON
QUALITY BUILDERS &
DECORATORS
UPVCU SPECIALIST

Interior/Exterior,
Wallpapering, Tiling, Glazing,
Artexing,
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
CARPENTRY/PLASTERING
COMPLETE ROOFING WORKS SOM
E
WINDOWS - DOORS - FACIAS
CONSERVATORIES

TEAM

Tel: Office 01278 427303
or 01823
272281
Mobile:
07872001141
Email: nandvhanlon@yahoo.co.uk

Clive Anthony
Design

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Furniture Makers

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements

Ø Kitchen, Bedroom & Bathroom
Furniture: Supply and/or Fit.
Ø Custom Made Furniture
Ø High Quality Joinery
Ø Design service available
Ø Standard Oak range at very
competitive prices
Ø All Projects Considered

Contact Bob on

For free estimates and advice please

01823 413510
or
07790 812327

contact: Clive Withey
Tel: 01823 444622
Mobile: 07711121399
Email:
clive@cliveanthonydesign.co.uk
www.cliveanthonydesign.co.uk

Please remember to tell an
advertiser if you have
found their contact details
in the Village News.
It is only because of our
very supportive advertisers
that we can produce and
deliver your Village News
to you and to 1229 other
households in the area as
well as to all our email
contacts!

Christmas Country Market - teas and
cakes were very popular and there
were some good bargains on the stalls.
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FREE ITEMS/ITEMS FOR SALE/WANTED

Somerset Animal Therapies
and Training

ITEMS FOR SALE - items up to £50 in value are included.
We do not make any charge for this service and take no
responsibility for the quality or safety of the items advertised.
If you would like to include something in this section please contact
Lorna Walters on 01823 412017 or lc.walters@tiscali.co.uk

For Sale:
· Free standing mirror Teak frame 15 inches x 4 ft.
£10
· Wall mirror with gold filigree frame 16 inches x 2½ feet £10
· Burco boiler £10
· Foot spa (used once) £20
· Hostess trolley £50
For all 5 items above phone 01823 277091 or email
ianfrearson@talktalk.net
· Ladies ski jacket. Size generous Medium. Black on white.
Used only once from new. £30 01823 413013
· Swan Teasmade. £20 01823 413013
· Pine furniture. Dressing table, wardrobes. Phone to view.
01823 413013
· Full size pool table that we would love someone to buy, it is
an ex pub one we have had in the cellar for 20 odd years. Not
perfect but if anyone is interested enquiries to 01823 413013
· Free skis, circa 2009 not perfect but as a pair to not worry
about. They are Freestyle twin tip skis would suit person up to
6ft approx. 01823 413013

DOG COACHING,
TRAINING AND
REHABILITATION

Life skills for dogs
Puppy Classes
One to one lessons
Dog Training Classes
Weekend workshops
Tellington Touch
Reiki
Harness Fitting
“Kindness and Wellbeing in Mind
at all times”
Please phone or email for more
information
Contact: 07717893087
E mail: nutley1@btinternet.com

Glasses for Hire
Flutes suitable for wine,
champagne etc
Proceeds to St Augustine’s
Church
Please telephone 01823 413013 for more
information

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICES

The Monkton Inn
Blundells Lane, West Monkton, Taunton,
TA28NP
01823 412414
Voted Somersets Best Country Pub of the Year 2012
and 2013
· Two Course Tuesday
Lunch £15.00 per person
Dinner £20.00 per person
· Thursday Night Steak Night
Fillet, Ribeye and Sirloin
Steaks cut to any size you want
at your table. Priced per ounce.
Come and try our exotic meats
such as Zebra, Springbok and
Crocodile.
Booking is essential.

The mobile library service will visit every four
weeks as follows:ROUTE K will call at the Village Hall on Thursdays
from 9:15 to 10:00 a.m.
22nd January and 18th February
More information can be found at
www.librarieswest.org.uk,

Can’t get to a Library? Can we help?
Did you know that anyone living in Somerset who is
unable to visit a library can receive a free home
delivery service? The Royal Voluntary Service
(formerly the WRVS) and Somerset County
Council’s Libraries Service are working in
partnership to deliver books, DVDs and talking
books from your local library. The service is
available to anyone who cannot easily visit a library.
The Home Library Service Manager will match you
to a local volunteer, who
will pick up your books
from the library and
deliver them to you at a
time that suits you.
For more information
contact us on
08453459177
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NIGEL DAVIES
Painter and Decorator
293 Cheddon Road. Taunton
Mon-Fri (8 am to 5:45 pm)
50 weeks of the year
For children 3 months to
school age
Fully qualified staff
Excellent Ofsted report
Accepts Nursery Vouchers
‘Offering a secure, stimulating and
fun filled home environment for the
best start in life’
For more information please contact:

High Quality Interior and
Exterior Work
Friendly and Professional
Service
Competitive Rates
All Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Private and Commercial
Work Undertaken

Tel: 01823 277026
Mob: 07915 061314

Ruth West on 01823 288681

Dave Terrell
PLUMBING & HEATING
Tel: 01823 333332 Mob: 07811166829
www.daveterrell.co.uk
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
45 Farriers Green,
Monkton Heathfield TA2 8PP

·
·
·
·
·

New Central Heating Systems &
Upgrades
General Plumbers
Complete Bathroom Installations
Approved Gas Installer
Free Estimates
Boiler Repairs &
Servicing

Quality Workmanship

Cumbrian Holiday Home

J Warman Carpentry &
Property Maintenance
Doors, skirtings, built in
wardrobes, cupboards etc

Traditional Quality
Men’s Wear
Ranges include 60 chest and waist

TEL: 01823 412721
Mobile: 07734307887
Local, friendly service by
qualified carpenter

Small jobs welcome

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: enquiries@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”
Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game

3-bedroom dormer bungalow
In the picturesque village of Beckermet
overlooking tranquil countryside.
Enclosed garden with lawn & patio
areas, fully equipped,
sleeps up to 9.
Easy access to the Western Fells
& Lakes, Georgian town of Whitehaven
& St Bees Beach.
Village pubs
in a short walking distance.
Pets are welcome
Discounts available
by quoting ref. VN2014

Free delivery
when you spend £25 or more
Supplying to the public and catering
trade
Tel: 01823 289097

For details contact Corinne on
07527890378
or corinne_stbees@hotmail.co.uk

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk
Featured on thebestoftaunton.co.uk

Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats

Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

Landscaping &
Garden Services
Garden Maintenance
Lawn & Hedge cutting
Patios / Paving
Fencing / Pergolas
Decking / Turfing
Ponds / Water Features
Call Patrick on: 01823 213316

www.cutnocorners.com
> Fully Insured
> Registered Waste Carrier
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The Monkton
Players took
audiences down
the pub recently
with ‘Last Orders’
by Yvonne and John Eddleston.
The village hall stage was equipped
with furniture from the Merry Monk and
ominous looking farm implements as it
became the Beaumont Arms, the local
for a community where the village idiot
is a job share.
In walks landlord Owen, (Terry Joiner)
followed by flying crockery. His life is a
battle to remain one up on his motley
staff and customers while keeping
under the radar of his battle-axe wife,
Pat (Ruth Jones).
It is obvious the success of his schemes
The cast of ‘Last Orders’
will be short lived, whether it’s rigging
the pub’s games machine or hosting the
local M.P and his wife (Tony Hiscock and Natalie Piper) to win favour with the golf club set.
What’s less clear is why Pat goes out on Wednesday night after Owen is told not to take any dinner bookings.
Then there’s the stranger (Colin Jones) who sits quietly in the corner scribbling his notes. What’s he up to?
Directed by Cathy Blacklock, ‘Last Orders’ romped along and the players delivered plenty of laughs.
The cast pulled off complicated set pieces, notably Roger the barman’s (Tim Hiscock) nimble explanation of the
£10 cheque in the till. “It’s complicated”.
Terry Joiner made a strong debut as the lead male, Charlotte Hazelwood made Tracy, the pub’s brain dead
cleaner, impressively obtuse and village elder Wilf (Graham Pinney) and odd-job wheeler dealer Jester (Tony
Barratt) kept the bar-room laughs rolling.
The comedy had a ring of The Vicar of Dibley, Only Fools and Horses and Fawlty Towers, but most importantly
there was a ring of laughter around the hall.
Review of ‘Last Orders’ from the Somerset County Gazette

The Monkton Players
Latest News
Judging by the comments made by members of the audience and
our review in the Gazette (see above), our Autumn production was
another success. We had great audiences for all three nights. Our
thanks go to all who came to see ‘Last Orders’,we really appreciate
your continued support.
By the time you read
this our search for
the Spring production
will be over as we
start rehearsals
again at the
beginning of
January.
We are always looking for new members so if you are interested
in joining our group, in any capacity, you will be most welcome.
Our website is www.monktonplayers.co.ukYou can email us at
info@monktonplayers.co.uk. or ring Ruth Jones on 01823
289083
The next production is on 26th, 27th and 28th of March 2015
We look forward to seeing you there.

www.monktonplayers.co.uk or ring Ruth Jones on 01823 289083

And Finally ...
And in the end it is not the years of your life that count;
it’s the life in your years.
Abraham Lincoln
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